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Chevrolet leads with all these 
value features 

• TWO GREAT VALVE-IN-HEAD ENGINES: 
the new 105-H.p. Loadmaster and the 
improved 92-h.p. Thriftmaster—to give 
you greater power per gallon, lower cost 
per load • THE NEW POWER-JET CAR¬ 
BURETOR: smoother, quicker acceleration 
response • DIAPHRAGM SPRING CLUTCH 
for easy action engagement • SYNCHRO¬ 
MESH TRANSMISSIONS for fast, smooth 
shifting • HYPOID REAR AXLES-5 times 
more durabie than spiral bevel type • 
DOUBLE-ARTICULATED BRAKES - for 
complete driver control • WIDE-BASE 
WHEELS for increased tire mileage • 
ADVANCE-DESIGN STYLING with the 
"Cab that Breathes" • BALL-TYPE STEER¬ 
ING for easier handling • UNIT-DESIGN 
BODIES —precision built. 


Truck operators know Trucks . .. 

That's why they choose Chevrolet First 


FERMAN CHEVROLET CO. 

407 Jackson ftf. at Marlon 

TAMPA, FLA. 


No matter what your hauling needs, 
you can get the top value for your truck 
dollar with a Chevrolet truck—you can 
make the best truck deal in town at 
Ferman Chevrolet! 

Come in and take a look for yourself. 
See how ruggedly constructed these Chev¬ 
rolet Advance-Design trucks are . . . how 
they’re built to take the toughest use you 
can dish out and still come back for more. 

See th€ two great Chevrolet Valve- 
in-Head engines —the new Loadmaster 


105-h.p. and the Thriftmaster 92-h.p. 
They’re the most powerful truck engines 
ever offered by Chevrolet, and they’re 
thrift-designed to give you greater pull 
per gallon, lower cost per load. 

See all the value features of these value 
leaders, and you know why, year after 
year, truck operators buy more Chevrolet 
trucks than any other make. You’ll know, 
too, why Chevrolet is your best truck buy 
—why Ferman Chevrolet is the best place 
in Tampa to make your truck deal. 
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VISIT CUWtSTOH 

AND SEE THE LARGEST RAW SUGAR HOUSE 
IN CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 


FREE Guided Tours Every Day During Harvest Season 
From 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 




WHILE IN CLEWISTON, FOR RESTFUL RELAXATION AND GOOD FOOD STOP AT THE 

CLEWISTON INN 

AT CLEWISON, FLORIDA, ON U. S. 27 


Brahman Herd Sire, Sugarland Ranch of United States 
Sugar Corporation, Clewiston, Florida. 


Typical operations of United States Sugar Corporation 
during Harvest Season in the Everglades at Clewiston, 
Florida, on U. S. No. 27. 


The Clewiston Inn, on U. S. No. 27, Clewiston, Florida. 


Group of cattle feeding on Florida Hi-Protein Molasses 
on Sugarland Ranch of United States Sugar Corporation at 
Clewiston, Florida. 



CLEWISTON, FLORIDA 



I 


ON U. S. No. 27 


Four 


FLORIDA HIGHWAYS 


























W. A. McMullen 


By Gladys M. Wallis 

(Editor’s Note: The Florida Highways 
wants to thank Gladys M. Wallis for 
contributing this story to the maga¬ 
zine.) 

I hold the position as secretary to a 
blind man! W. A. McMullen Jr., 
Pinellas County engineer, one of the 
best known men in engineering cir¬ 
cles in Florida, is the genial fella’ who 
sits across the desk opposite me build¬ 
ing bridges, draining ditches, patch¬ 
ing, priming and re-surfacing roads, 
building dams, converting salt water 
marshes into fresh water lakes, and 
improving runways at the airport, not 
to mention the menial job of engineer¬ 
ing me through lost fragments in the 
debris of plans, plats and plenty of 
confusion. 

My boss, one of seven children, 
was born to William A. and Rosa B. 
McMullen on Oct. 26, 1886 in log 
house two miles east of Largo, a town 
15 miles north of St. Petersburg. 

Mr. Mac was destined to fulfill a 
life of usefulness. At an age when 
colic is most prevalent, he was crying 
and irritable—and so, in an effort to 
soothe this restlessness—his mother 
rubbed his rigid body with morphine 
which allayed the pain quite satisfac¬ 
torily, so she affectionately pinned the 
baby in his trundle-bed for the night; 
but the alleviating effects carried over 
for two full days before he awakened 
sufficiently to be considered “out of 
danger.” 

Falls In Spring 

Again, when young Billy was about 
two years old he followed his older 
brother and cousin, who were picking 
blueberries. He fell into a nearby 
spring and nearly drowned. He was 
saved by quick action on the part of 
his brother, who, summoning their 
father to the spring, picked the child 
up by his heels to release the water 
from his lungs, then rolled him back 
and forth a number of times which 
resuscitated the lifeless body. 

At three and one half years of age 
the family moved into a house built of 
sawed, clear heart timber with wall 
boards 12 inches wide. That was a 


wonderful home in those days and it 
was there that my boss recollects his 
earliest remembrance. Living was 
primitive—a platform was built high 
in the trees to eliminate human odors 
from the sensitive nostrils of roving 
animals in search of food. It was from 
this post that a young buck was shot 
as he ravaged the field pawing for 
sweet potatoes. Mr. Mac vividly re¬ 
calls being held to the window to 
watch his father and “Uncle Bob” 
dress the deer. 

In 1895 the orange grove which his 
parents owned experienced severe 
damage from the freeze, resulting in 
the loss of all fruit. Lean months fol¬ 
lowed—money was scare, not more 
than $150 for the entire family. They 
tried planting vegetables which didn’t 
work out so good except for beans, 
and that was a wonderful crop; but 
even a 10-year-old gets tired of beans 
three time a day. My boss says that 
for 25 years afterward beans just 
didn’t whet his appetite. His pen¬ 
chant for exploration led him through 
miles of unexplored surroundings, and 
it was during these trying times that 
the youngster became the hunter of 
the family. Like Hiawatha he learned 
the habits and noises of the birds and 
animals which enabled him to stalk 
domestic turkeys, guinea hens and 
geese to advantage. 

School Life Rugged 

Dislike for school was an obsession. 
He nevertheless, was steered in the 
right direction by the vigil watch of a 
diligent mother. Mr. Mac insists that 
he learned “by the three R pound it 
into ’em method” from eight a. m. 
until dark for five and six months out 
of the year. It was during this period 
when he noticed that the sight in his 
right eye was failing. 

One morning in April, 1901, he was 
returning from town with a load of 
picking ladders when he discovered 
smoke oozing from the eaves of their 
home; breaking the strings from his 
shoes (bare feet enabling him to scale 
the ladder more easily) he hastened 
to discard them, and drawing bucket 
after bucket of water from the well. 


climbed back and forth to the roof 
many times pouring water fruitlessly 
on the shingles, when suddenly the 
entire place burst into flames, leaving 
nothing but memories with a tousled 
head lad of 15, who made his home in 
the barn until the new family abode 
was established. 

Blindness Beckons 

Mr. Mac recalls that the sight in 
his “bad eye” seemed more progres¬ 
sive after this fire fighting episode, 
but it was not until the next year when 
he finally consulted a doctor, at which 
time it was discovered that the trouble 
in his right eye was atrophy of the 
optic nerve, a condition which meant 
that he would gradually lose the sight 
of the eye entirely; in the meantime, 
however, double strength was build¬ 
ing up in the sight of the left eye. This 
prognosis reached its climax when he 
was about 24. 

In the Fall of 1902 his parents sent 
him to Bartow to attend South Florida 
Military College with full and com¬ 
plete instruction not to indulge in 
football, citing the fact that a first 
cousin had broken his cheek bone 
while playing in such a dangerous 
fashion. He attended every game, 
and watched the players longingly for 
two years, admitting shyly, that he 
played repeatedly during his senior 
year, 1904. 

In May, 1905, the Legislature passed 
the famous Buchman bill, abolishing 
all state schools and creating the Uni¬ 
versity of Florida and State College 
for Women. Later the University con¬ 
ferred upon my boss a confirming 
degree of B.S. in Civil Engineering. 

First Jobs 

After commencement, true to the 
full meaning of the word, he “com¬ 
menced” his life’s work; from his 
reminiscence, combined with informa¬ 
tion which I have gathered from 
Who’s Who in Engineering I find his 
first job was that of rodman on con¬ 
struction of main line of AB&A (now 
AB&C) railroad at Talledega, Ala. 
Shortly after acceptance of this job 
he became ill and left the company, 
(Turn to Page 42) 
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Lee County 


Thomas A. Edison’s Home . . . 


By Robert K. Pepper 

The Thomas A. Edison home in 
Fort Myers, which launched its fourth 
year of operations on November 1, 
1950, has attracted more than 100,000 
visitors, coming from all parts of the 
world. 

Americas greatest inventor, seek¬ 
ing rest and relaxation from his ardu¬ 
ous labors, arrived in the sleepy vil¬ 
lage of Fort Myers in 1884, coming 
to the roadless port on the Caloosa- 
hatchee River by schooner. Charmed 
by the luxuriant tropical foliage, and 
especially the huge clumps of bamboo 
growing along the waterfront, Edison 
purchased a 13-acre tract on the 
shoreline and decided to build a home 
here. The bamboo, incidentally, was 
later used in his experimental work 
in improving his incandescent lamp 
filament. 

Off and on, Edison made Fort 
Myers his winter home for a period 
covering nearly a half century. His 
huge, rambling house, with wide 
verandas and tropical breezeways, was 
prefabricated in New England and 
followed the inventor here by boat. 

In the later years of his life, Edison 
spent more and more time in Fort 



The winter home of Thomas A. Edison 
in Fort Myers is now opened to the 
public as a shrine. 


Myers, and made this city the head¬ 
quarters for his last major experi¬ 
ment—the extraction of natural rub¬ 
ber from goldenrod. Edison died in 
1931, and was survived by 16 years 
by his widow, Mina Miller Edison. 
Just before her death in 1947, she 
willed the inventor's estate to the City 
of Fort Myers to be maintained as a 
perpetual memorial to the great in¬ 
ventor. The Edison home was first 
opened to the public on November 1, 
1947. 

The Edison shrine has been called 
by many writers and travelers the 
most interesting place among all of 
Florida's varied tourist attractions. 


His two-storied home and laboratories 
are maintained exactly as the Edisons 
left them, furnished in the archaic 
style of the past century. There are 
no ‘restorations'' as in the case of 
many shrines; even the inventor's cot, 
where he took cat naps during experi¬ 
ments, and his bedroom slippers re¬ 
main on display. 

Many visitors find Edison's gardens 
the most fascinating feature of the 
memorial. In addition to his other 
gifts, Edison was a wizard with plants, 
and his gardens are unique in Amer¬ 
ica. Started three-quarters of a cen¬ 
tury ago, the place is now a maze of 
gigantic tropical shrubbery. 

Friends from all parts of the tropi¬ 
cal world sent him plants and seeds, 
and these he carefully nourished. An 
immense Moreton Bay fig tree from 
Australia marks the boundary of the 
Edison Estate and that of his former 
friend and neighbor, Henry Ford. 
Towering fully 100 feet on the water¬ 
front is the tree hibiscus from the 
West Indies, a mass of scarlet blooms 
reaching to its tip. 

The Edisons were fond of orchids, 
and grew these aerial plants in the 
limbs of a huge avenue of mango 




The silver-leafed cocropia palmata is one of the most beautiful 
trees on the estate. 


Orchid Lane , with plants growing in the limbs of huge mango 
trees. 
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Moreton Bay fig, with former home of Henry Ford in background. 


Charles Edison, son of the great inventor and former governor 
of New Jersey, visits the ancestral home. He is shown with 
two hostesses during the annual Pageant of Light in February, 
which honors Edisons birthday. 



trees. Since taking over the estate, 
the city has added to the Edisons’ 
original collection with nearly 1,000 
plants. The major blooming season 
starts in January. 

In recognition of Edison’s work as 
a horticulturist, the estate has been 
named by the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Bureau of Plant Explo¬ 
ration to assist in its work of testing 
new varieties. Plants from Guate¬ 
mala, the East Indies, China and Mo¬ 
rocco are being grown on an experi¬ 
mental basis at the estate under the 
direction of Robert Halgrim, the pres¬ 
ent curator. 

Although the Edison Estate is the 
city’s major magnet for tourists, it is 
by no means the only one. Lee 
County, of which Fort Myers is the 
county seat, claims to be the gladiolus 
capital of the world. During the win¬ 
ter season, approximately 2,000 acres 
of these brilliant members of the iris 
family are in cultivation. The flowers 
are shipped in carloads during the 
winter to northern florists, and repre¬ 
sent a $3,000,000 industry. 

Lee County also has another “first” 


in the state in its rapidly expanding 
seashell industry. At Bonita Springs 
is the “Shell Factory,” dealing not 
only with the beautiful specimens 
from the nearby beaches, but imports 
from all over the world. Lamps, shell 
jewelry and novelty manufacture 
provide employment for scores of 
workers. 

Recently opened in Fort Myers is 
the Florida Marine Museum, owned 



Manager Robert Halgrim guides vistors 
through home. 


by Simon DeMarco, a noted shell au¬ 
thority and collector. The museum 
has a case of the beautiful spiney 
oysters, dredged from the Gulf of 
Mexico waters, which is unmatched 
anywhere. Pectens, conchs, whelks 
and other Florida specimens are on 
display, in addition to the finest shells 
from Australia, the Indies, and Jap¬ 
anese waters. 

Going hand in hand with the expan¬ 
sion of its tourist attractions is the 
amazing development of the motor 
court industry in and around Fort 
Myers. New accommodations are 
being built to take care of additional 
visitors in the hundreds, and courts 
are springing up along all the major 
highways radiating from the city. 

Anthony J. Dwyer, secretary-man¬ 
ager of the Lee County Chamber of 
Commerce, believes that Fort Myers 
and the surrounding area is in for 
its best tourist season in history. Last 
year visitors spent approximately $5,- 
000,000 in this area, about equal to 
the income from all combined agri¬ 
cultural products. 

Tempered by the nearby Gulf of 
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Mexico and the broad waters of the 
Caloosahatchee River, Fort Myers of¬ 
fers one of the state's most salubrious 
winter climates. 

In addition to enjoying the sunshine, 


luxuriant royal palms and tropical 
foliage, visitors come here from all 
parts of the country to land the fight¬ 
ing tarpon, huge game fish which in¬ 
fest these waters. For those who like 


to combine good eating with their 
sport, large schools of mackerel run in 
offshore waters, and fishermen are 
known to haul in as much as 500 
pounds in a single day. 


Fort Myers 


By Lee County Chamber of Commerce 

A resort area of unique charm and beauty is tropical 
Lee County, on the lower Gulf coast of Florida. The hub 
city of the region is Fort Myers, the county seat, a thriving 
modern city of more than 15,000 located on the southern 
banks of the Caloosahatchee River. Fort Myers is a well- 
known resort as well as the trading center for one of 
Florida's richest agricultural regions. 

The city was once a real fort, established in 1850 as a 
military post for operations against the Seminole Indians. 
Inhabited chiefly by cattlemen and fishermen after the 
withdrawal of the military forces in 1885, the tiny village 
gained its first national recognition in 1885 when the late 
Thomas A. Edison “discovered” it and chose it as the site 
for his winter home. The following year the great in¬ 
ventor returned to Fort Myers and built an estate on the 
river. For the next 50 years he spent at least a part of 



Aerial view of Fort Myers Beach fronting on the Gulf of 
Mexico. A year 'round resort. 


every winter at his Florida home. Here he not only rested 
and regained his health, but continued his famous experi¬ 
ments in the laboratories he constructed near his residence. 
He also found time to take an active part in the develop¬ 
ment of the city. Keenly interested in horticulture as a 
hobby, he surrounded his home with rare tropical plants 
and shrubs and introduced the majestic Royal Palms to 
the city. It was Edison who supervised the planting of 
the first of these stately trees along the city's main thor¬ 
oughfares. Today, Fort Myers has more Royal Palms than 
any other city in America and is known as “The City of 
Palms.” 

First Street, the main thoroughfare of Fort Myers, is 
called “the most beautiful street in the world” because of 



Boca Grande Pass in the foreground is reputedly the world's 
best tarpon fishing ground. 


the palms which border it, and McGregor Boulevard, 
which passes through a beautiful residential section to 
Fort Myers Beach, is lined with Royal Palms for more 
than three miles. A host of other exotic tropical plants 
and flowers flourish in Fort Myers, the bougainvilla, hibis¬ 
cus, royal poinciana, oleanders, poinsettia, Brazilian pep¬ 
per trees, and dozens of species of palms. 

Visitors who come to Fort Myers today find that here, 
surrounded by tropical beauty, they may enjoy a variety 
of sports in a climate that makes them quickly forget the 
cold grey winters of the North, for Fort Myers is rightly 
called “the city where the tropics begin.” 



Lee County is the world's winter gladioli capital with 2,500 
acres under cultivation. 
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Fishing is a leading sport in Lee County, which has 
some 500 miles of shore line including both banks of the 
Caloosahatchee and the Gulf shore and Gulf and bay 
sides of the many islands of the region. Redfish, snook, 
sheephead, snapper, tarpon, mackeral and trout are caught 
the year 'round. From April until September the tarpon, 
called the Silver King because of its glittering scales and 
huge size, reigns supreme and distinguished sportsmen 
from all parts of the United States and many foreign 
countries have caught tarpon in Lee County waters. Boats 
and equipment are available at many points in the county. 

Fort Myers offers excellent facilities for golf, tennis, 
shuffleboard and other sports. An 18-hole Donald Ross 
golf course is located at the golf and country club, within 
the city limits, and residents and visitors alike are wel¬ 
comed. The city maintains both concrete and clay tennis 
courts and some 40 shuffleboard courts. There is a mu¬ 
nicipal pool, and Fort Myers Beach is 15 miles from the 
city. It is ideal for swimming and sun bathing. It is con¬ 
sidered one of the safest bathing beaches in the state. 

The Civic Center, set in a tropical park near the Mu¬ 
nicipal Yacht Basin, is open each day and evening to 
residents and winter visitors. Here visitors may read, 
write, play cards and meet congenial people from many 
states. Regularly scheduled entertainment features are 
card parties, dances, concerts, and bingo games. Space 
is also available for club meetings. 

Across the street and within two blocks of the business 
section, is the Municipal Yacht Basin with facilities for all 
types of pleasure craft. Fort Myers is the western termi¬ 
nus of the cross-state canal which cuts through the state 



Majestic royal palms line the principal avenues of the 
City of Fort Myers. 



Citrus is one of the leading industries of this greatly diversified 
agricultural area. 


from Stuart on the East Coast through Lake Okeechobee 
to the Caloosahatchee River. 

Fort Myers is a friendly community, and visitors are 
welcomed by the many civic and fraternal organizations, 
women's clubs, and churches. We invite you to visit us 
in this charming and hospitable section of Southwest Flor¬ 
ida and look forward to your coming with the pleasure 
we know will be ours. 

For further information write: P. L. Dwyer, Lee County 
Chamber of Commerce, Box 1311, Fort Myers, Florida. 


The Palm Beach County Commission recently opened 
bids on construction of an Arc-Rib building to be used as a 
county barn in the Everglades. Final tabulations and 
recommendations were made September 25. 



“The Bank of Friendly Service” 

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
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IMMOKALEE GROWERS, Inc. 

IMMOKALEE, FLORIDA 

PHONE 2981 

ESTABLISHED 1942 

GROWERS & SHIPPERS OF TOMATOES & WATERMELONS 

Largest & Best Equipped Packing House in Immokalee 
Centrally Located on Main Line of ACLRR 




C. J. Jones, Pres. 


SALES AGENT 

PEARCE PRODUCE CO. OF MIAMI 




J. T. Gaunt, Vice-Pres. & Treas. 
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Barron Collier 

Interrupting a vacation at Useppa Inn, the first Florida 
resort of many he was later to acquire, Barron G. Collier, 
the lower West Coasts fabulous developer, motored up 
to Tampa one sunny winter day in the early 1930’s on his 
way back to his street car advertising business in New 
York. Arriving at the Tampa Terrace Hotel, headquarters 
of a dozen or so leading south Florida hotels which he 
then owned, he said to the late Manager George Mason: 

“The first thing we want to do is see Peter O. Knight. 
Will you phone and ask him when we can call, please?” 

“He said to come right over,” reported Mr. Mason a 
moment later. 

“Come on, Carl,” said Mr. Collier to Carl Hanton, editor 
of the Fort Myers News-Press, who was in the party, “you 
can always get some news out of Peter.” 

“Yeah,” grinned Mr. Hanton. “News about the election 
of the first mayor of Fort Myers in 1884. Peter was 
elected.” 

“Or about some new instrument for the Fort Myers 
band of those days. Peter tells me he was its leader,” 
said Mr. Collier. 

Pictures on the wall of Mr. Knight’s office testified to 
the verity of his prominence in the band and also to his 
election, as a fledgling lawyer, not yet 21, as mayor of 
the newly formed City of Fort Myers. 

While these were being reviewed, Mr. Knight and Mr. 
Collier drifted shortly into the business at hand, a con¬ 
tinuation of a long series of comradely meetings in which 
they vied with each other in proclaiming glorious des¬ 
tinies for the State of Florida. 

“I have heard some say,” remarked Mr. Knight, “that 
we are dreamers. They told me that in Fort Myers back 
in the 80s. But I have lived to see those dreams come 
true. Barron, they have also called you a dreamer. But 
you are making your dreams come true. Take the 
Tamiami Trail. They said a modern highway never could 
be built through that Everglades swamp in our time. 
Yet you did it!” 

“My men did it,” said Mr. Collier. “D. Graham Cope¬ 
land, our engineer, and the men with him.” 

“You supplied the push and the financing, a million at 
least,” suggested Mr. Knight. “And you provided the 
bus line so that people could get over the road. Before 
that you kept a boat line running so that your dream land 
would have transportation. You took over and modernized 
the telephone system that serves all that region. You have 
given them banking facilities and hotels and have poured 
millions in the groundwork for the development that you 
and I know will come. I don’t know what all you have 
done but I consider the Trail your greatest achievement.” 

The Trail had then been opened only a few years but 
was already bearing heavy traffic. Backed by Mr. Col¬ 
lier’s money and his frequent personal encouragement on 
the scene, his contractors and engineers accomplished a 
feat of road construction that was the marvel of those days. 
Using primitive draglines they dug a deep canal, threw up 


the dirt on one side, topped it with a hard surface and 
soon had what was then a modern highway through some 
150 miles of Mr. Collier’s land in Collier County. Later 
the State improved the Lee and Dade County sections 
and the Tamiami Trail was a “dream come true.” 

To Mr. Collier the Trail was a means to an end. His 
first investment, which at the time of his Tampa visit was 
estimated by Mr. Knight at some $16,000, had been in 
land. To make the land useful it had to have, first of all, 
transportation. The boat line of early days was inade¬ 
quate. Thus the road and the bus line, which was ap¬ 
propriately called Tamiami Trail Tours and bears that 
name to this day. 

“Our mutual friends often ask me,” recalled Mr. Knight 
in a later conversation with Editor Hanton, “what Barron 
wanted with all that land. I sometimes wonder, myself. 
When I bring the matter up he just smiles and says it is 
good land where one day many people will find happy 
homes.” 

The late Arthur Brisbane, a famed newspaper columnist 
of the days before the wars, had a version of why Mr. 
Collier “owned all that land,” which he recounted with a 
straight face. Among Mr. Collier’s close friends, Brisbane 
never failed, after the Tamiami Trail had been built, to 
motor North after his annual Miami vacation via the new 
road. Viewing the sawgrass on both sides of the highway, 
he saw no future of big red barns and doubted that even 
the visionary, though always practical, Barron Collier, did. 

“I’ll tell you what he wants of that land,” said Mr. 
Brisbane. “He wants it because of the Indians and the 
wildcats. It’s a sort of private zoo. He enjoys it and wants 
to preserve it for others to enjoy. It happens that he can 
afford it. I am afraid that after Barron is gone, progress 
will change the picture. But it will be a long time before 
they run the Indians and wildcats out and for that Mr. 
Collier is to be thanked.” 

In this year of 1950, Barron Collier has been gone 11 
years. Progress has already made considerable strides. 
The only oil so far discovered in Florida is being pumped 
from his land. Logging trains chug through the Ever¬ 
glades hauling out cypress. The limitless prairies around 
Immokalee produce assembly line crops of winter vege¬ 
tables. Perhaps with typical forethought, Mr. Collier was 
among the vigorous sponsors of the Everglades National 
Park which now provides a permanent haven for wildlife 
when the wildcats and fellow denizens of the thickets are 
crowded out by civilization. 

Barron Collier was survived by a devoted wife and three 
capable sons, Barron Jr., Sam C. and Miles. The tragic 
death of Sam C. Collier occurred only recently, yet, his 
spirit lives on inspiring the active management of Collier 
Corporation now being carried on by Barron and Miles 
Collier. They haven't the means of maintaining “all that 
land” for the wildcats and Indians and have found it 
expedient to modify their father’s single-handed policy of 
development. They have shared opportunities with asso¬ 
ciates and many hands are now engaged in making Barron 
Collier’s dreams come true. 


DECEMBER 1950 


Eleven 


Collier County . . 

The map of Collier County presents 
an intriguing and fascinating prospect 
to the visitor, whether he be sports¬ 
man or industrialist; whether he seeks 
investments or retirement; whether he 
be an agrarian or a lover of the sea. 

Be one interested in adventure in 
the wilds of an untamed, virgin forest, 
take a Swamp Buggy with plenty of 
all kinds of calibers of ammunition, 
a huge bundle of fortitude, and a bag 
of dry socks and brave the winding, 
fickle trails of the eastern part of the 
county. There one will encounter the 
almost impenetrable jungles of the 
Kissimmee Billy Cypress Stand, the 
interminable and never ending cab¬ 
bage palm hammocks and marl 
sloughs, each with its particular en¬ 
chantments and miseries to the Nim¬ 
rod who has ventured so far. Finally, 
locating a little clump of tall pines, 
spotted with sable palms, he strikes 
camp, builds a huge fire from a plenti¬ 
ful supply of dead wood, and care¬ 
fully lays out his arsenal for whatever 
may be attracted by the groaning and 
poundings of the incoming swamp 
buggies and the attractive power of 
the glowing fire. It may be the sleek, 
cunning panther, the great black bear, 
a curious catamount or a scavanger 
coon or possum; just outside the rim 
of firelight, a deer may be peacefully 
grazing and above in the tallest pine 
roosts a flock of turkey. 

If it is the sea that charms the visi¬ 
tor, stop at Everglades, Goodland, 
Marco or Naples, where comfortable 
accommodations await all from the 
most fastidious to the rugged sea¬ 
farer. Guide boats from comfortable 
overnight cabin cruisers to small row 
boats with an outboard motor. Just 
bring yourself. Tackle, guides and 
equipment await you and the mys¬ 
teries and fabulousness of the Ten 
Thousand Islands will make your trip 
an outstanding memory, the telling of 
which, you will never tire. 

In 1947, Collier County, through the 
efforts of that master craftsman and 
engineer, the late D. Graham Cope¬ 
land, published one of the most in¬ 
teresting and fascinating topographi¬ 
cal maps—the Map of Collier County— 


• 

ever published. Acclaimed by the His¬ 
torical Society of Florida as a most 
outstanding achievement, the map de¬ 
picts in careful shadings the multi¬ 
colored cover that adorns the lands 
and locates, not only the communi¬ 
ties, airfields and political features, 
but Indian camps, ranches, Civil Aero¬ 
nautic beacons, navigation lights, oil 
wells, dip vats and trails where only 
swamp buggies may go. 

If one is interested in industry; lum¬ 
bering, agriculture, farming winter 
vegetables, ranching, commercial fish¬ 
ing, each can be found in large and 
expanding areas. 

To take the guess out of land values 
and their productive possibilities, Col¬ 
lier County, cooperating with the 
State and Federal Government, has 
produced one of the most detailed and 
complete soil maps ever produced in 
the state. Establishing some 16 major 
series of soil, it breaks them down 
spectographically and mechanically, 
setting up range scales of the minor 
elements and the general mechanical 
characteristics, such as moisture 
equivalent, structure and percentage 
of sand, marl and silt, as well as the 
all important pH or acid factor. 

Collier County encompasses 2,000 
square miles comprising some 1,300,- 
000 acres. Of this, nearly 1,000,000 
acres are classified as timber lands, 
the largest timber holdings of any 
county in Florida. Here is located the 
last remaining sizeable body of 
cypress timber in the United States, 
where some 50,000,000 feet are an¬ 
nually being logged. Great areas of 
pine still remain, producing some 15,- 
000,000 feet of lumber per year. 

Of this 1,300,000 acres, approxi¬ 
mately 400,000 acres are now in pro¬ 
duction, consisting of some 360,000 
acres of fenced ranch lands, rapidly 
being improved with better and more 
nourishing grasses and improved 
herds, mostly native stock, cross-bred 
with Brahmans, Angus and Herefords, 
producing a healthy breed that brings 
millions of dollars income annually. 

Nearly 30,000 acres have been 
farmed to winter vegetables and Col¬ 
lier County is now rated as the fastest 


growing county in the state in the 
production of tomatoes, cucumbers, 
pepper, squash and other vegetables. 

Assisting the farms and ranchers in 
the selection of their soil and the pro¬ 
duction of their crops, is a well quali¬ 
fied County Agent, working under the 
State Extension Service, bringing to 
the county the research and experi¬ 
ence of the State and Federal Experi¬ 
ment Stations and field men. Utilizing 
the soil map, the County Agent has 
only to ask the farmer or rancher what 
he intends to produce, and he can 
readily locate the choice soil most 
adaptable to the desired product. The 
acreage is already measured and class¬ 
ified on the map and the information 
is from the most reliable sources ob¬ 
tainable. This takes some of the 
guesses and hazards out of farming 
and lends to it an artistry that is both 
fascinating and absorbing to the lover 
of soils and its products. No farmer 
can visit the thousands of acres of 
tomatoes, growing on almost unlim¬ 
ited virgin soils in Collier County 
and observe their rank growth and 
productive yield without a yearning 
almost irrepressible. Banked with 
natural windbreaks of the cypress 
stands, which also form natural water 
basins for use in dry weather or source 
of drainage in wet weather, the vege¬ 
tables grow in expansive, long and 
irregular prairies, where there is noth¬ 
ing but prairie grass to be removed 
before putting into cultivation. 

These virgin soils are rich in the 
minerals such as iron, manganese, 
calcium and other rare elements so 
essential to the production of health¬ 
ful food crops. Hundreds of thousands 
of acres of these virgin soils, rich in 
the health-giving elements, are await¬ 
ing development. 

Recognized through the state for its 
efficient County Government and 
management, Collier County has con¬ 
served its resources and has ample 
funds on which to expand without the 
necessity of levying crippling taxes 
that so deplete the income of its pro¬ 
ductive population. 

Collier County invites the people of 
the state and its visitors from other 
states to inspect the possibilities of 
this, the last Frontier in the State. 
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COLLIER COUNTY has been called Americas 
"Last Frontier," but so phenomenally is it being 
developed and populated that this, Florida's newest 
agricultural area, is considered one of the most 
promising in the nation. 

Early winter vegetable farms, cattle ranches with 
improved pasture grasses, logging and timber manu¬ 
facture, as well as the State's first producing oil 
field, all are contributing to a rapid growth that 
spells "Opportunity." 

The Chamber of Commerce of Everglades, 
Florida, will be glad to supply detailed infor¬ 
mation on opportunities for ranching, farming 
or homesteading. 
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Tomoka State Park 



Palm beauty—Tomoka State Park. 


By Eileen H. Butts 
Vice Chairman, Florida Board of 
Parks and Historic Memorials 

A few miles north of Ormond, along 
the old Dixie Highway, lies a glorious 
wooded tract of approximately 860 
acres. Bounded by the shimmering 
Halifax River on the east and the 
fabled Tomoka River on the west, 
this lovely woodland narrows to a 
point, which juts out into the blue 
Tomoka Basin, at the confluence of 
the two historic rivers. From it, one 
can look for miles across the great 
salt marshes to the north where count¬ 
less white egrets nest and feed. 

In the Library of Congress is an 
old map of this very spot—drawn in 
1615 by a young Spanish cartographer, 
Mexia, a lad of sixteen, showing the 
site of the Timucua Indian village of 
Nocoroco. 

Today, our Tomoka State Park has 
reverted to the same placid beauty 
young Mexia saw in 1615. Although 
more than 150 years later, it was part 
of the vast Oswald Plantation. 

In 1766, Richard Oswald, a figure 
of importance at the British court, re¬ 
ceiving 20,000 acres from Governor 


James Grant, created a great planta¬ 
tion on the east coast of Florida. 
Under the able supervision of James 
Darley, overseer for Oswald, numer¬ 
ous frame buildings to house master, 
servants, and slaves were erected, and 
all the necessary appertenances to 
such an undertaking were soundly es¬ 
tablished on Mount Oswald, as the 
property was called. But Oswald him¬ 
self seldom came so far south when 
visiting America, prefering the gentler 
life at Charleston. Yet the plantation 
flourished; and, during Governor 
Towne’s English rule in Florida, we 
read in his report of timber, hides, 
indigo, rice, molasses, rum, sugar and 
oranges being shipped to England 
from Mount Oswald. Today, all that 
remains of the labor of man on this 
land is a network of drainage canals. 

But Richard Oswald left a deeper 
imprint than his canals upon the 
young Republic, and one which has 
been sadly forgotten. 

Due to his knowledge of the Colo¬ 
nies, George III sent him, as the lead¬ 
ing British agent at the close of the 
Revolutionary War, to meet with Ben¬ 
jamin Franklin, John Jay, John Adams, 
and Henry Laurens. Together they 


drafted the treaty of peace, whereby 
America won her independence, and 
the British crown lost her thirteen 
colonies across the Atlantic. Although 
“France and Spain considered the 
Americans’ claims excessive, the 
Americans negotiated directly with 
the British and the articles were 
signed without consultation with the 
French.” 

Hence it is well for us to remember 
the lenient Richard Oswald, as we 
walk today under the great trees on 
the former plantation, now known as 
Tomoka State Park. For his sympa¬ 
thy and affection for the Colonies 
played no small part in drafting that 
treaty, so favorable to the young 
Republic. 

The Addison Blockhouse 

Across the Tomoka River from 
Mount Oswald, in 1816, was a flour¬ 
ishing plantation called Carrickfer- 
gus. This property of 1,414 acres was 
settled by John Addison, an Irishman, 
whose bricked grave, nearly oblit¬ 
erated by underbrush, lies nearby the 
most complete relic of the plantation— 
an unique little blockhouse. 

The dense hammock growth, in 
which this picturesque little structure 
stands, greatly enhances its appeal 
and together offer a fascinating en¬ 
semble of historical and botanical in¬ 
terest. 

The little fortress of mossy coquina 
stands staunchly in the center of an 
eight-point star moat, now pretty well 
overgrown but still clearly discern¬ 
ible. A watch tower to the west, a 
huge fireplace complete with chimney 
forms the northern wall, the other 
walls rising about seven feet with 
crenelated parapets completely em¬ 
bowered in vines and ferns, allow 
entrance through a small doorway on 
the east. 

It stands bathed in the cool 
green light of the jungle, so peaceful, 
it is difficult to imagine the terror 
and fear which sought shelter there 
during the Indian raids. Nothing is 
known of the women and children 
on that particular plantation, yet it 
must have been built for their protec- 
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Sunset on the Tomoka River from Mt. Oswald Tomoka State Park. 


tion for beyond the moat one finds 
the tabby floor of a very much larger 
building which we are told was a 
form of barracks where the slaves 
were huddled during those reigns of 
terror. A fine coquina well, not far 
from the barracks, completes the pic¬ 
ture of that rugged existence. 

Interesting artifacts taken from the 
site by the Carnegie Foundation ar¬ 
chaeologists permit us to know the 
very patterns of blue and white, and 
green and white Staffordshire ware 
from which the Addisons ate. The 
delicate hand-blown English medicine 
bottles tell their story of other battles 
against yellow fever and dysentary, 
more deadly than the Red man's ar¬ 
rows. Tiny long-stemmed clay pipes, 
in great numbers, a few lead bullets, 
a small silver button, one large opaque 
glass bead and dozens of objects of 
iron ware, such as locks, keys, hinges 
and flatirons, hoe and axe heads, com¬ 
prise the mute and fascinating rem¬ 
nants of Carrickfergus. To one of 
imagination, they present a weird and 
fascinating story; and, although off 
the beaten track, a trip to the Addison 
Blockhouse affords a real adventure. 


Highway, and a few hundred feet off 
the paved road, lies the grave of James 
Ormond, II. This man was the son 
of Captain James Ormond, a Scotch¬ 
man who came from the Bahamas and 
founded “Damietta” in 1804. It was 
a fine plantation with about 150 slaves 
and home to three generations of the 
family. However, after the untimely 
death of Ormond II, the property suf¬ 
fered many vicissitudes, as his poor 
wife lost her mind and his eldest child 
was but a lad of thirteen, at the time. 
So, in 1832, they finally left the plan¬ 
tation, which was particularly famed 
for an immense live oak tree, said to 
be over 2,000 years old, and still 
standing; and they went to Charleston, 
South Carolina. 

However, from the reminiscences 
of James Ormond III, a good deal is 
known of this family and their life 
on the plantation. Even without that 
written chapter, one has only to stand 
beside the coquina tomb with its mar¬ 
ble cover, and read the simple epi¬ 
taph, “An Honest Man," which that 


dutiful son of thirteen selected for his 
fathers grave, to understand why the 
name of Ormond has been honored 
in the Halifax country for nearly 150 
years. 


VALENCIA GARDEN 

SPANISH RESTAURANT AND 
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Phone H-3773 
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"WE SPECIALIZE IN WINDOWS" 

Walker and Hallowell 
BUILDING MATERIALS 

1027 Central Ave. Phone 2110 
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Lakeland-Highlands 
Cooperative Assn. 

Established 1914 

Produces and Markets 
Members' Citrus Fruits 

HIGHLAND CITY, FLA. 


FRANKLIN ARMS 
HOTEL 

MODERN 
AIR 

CONDITIONED 

Coffee Shop 
and Cocktail Lounge 

OPEN ALL YEAR 

G. M. HEITMAN, Owner & Manager 

FORT MYERS, FLA. 


THE KILGORE SEED COMPANY 

GENERAL OFFICE — PLANT CITY, FLORIDA 



Ormond Tomb 

Five miles north of Mount Oswald, 
on the western side of the Old Dixie 


BRANCH STORES 

Belle Glade, Ft. Myers, Gainesville, Homestead, Miami, Ocala, Pahokee, Palmetto, 
Pompano Beach, Sanford, Vero Beach, Wauchula, West Palm Beach 
H. R. MANEE, Pres. & Treas. H. W. SCHNECK, Secy. & Sales Manager 
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Hendry County... 


Land of Progress 
and 

Opportunity 


1. BEEF 

2. DAIRYING 

3. VEGETABLES 
4. CITRUS 


5. SUGAR (Cane) 

6. FISHING 

7. HUNTING 

8. BOATING 



Hendry County Court House. 



One of the Hendry County citrus groves on beautiful 
Caloosahatchee River. 



One of the many beautiful scenes on Caloosahatchee River in 
Hendry County. 



Beef in the making on lush pastures. 



One of the many herd sires improving Hendry County beef 
cattle. 
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An efficient vegetable packing plant. 


Part of the secondary road system under construction—serving 
county progress. 



Florida Highway advertising representatives Ed Carswell and 
James Hudson (on left) are shown before and after examples of 
pasture improvements. 



Harvesting vegetables in Hendry County. 
DECEMBER .1950 . 


Hendry County climate and good soils are dairymens paradise. 

Seventeen 












Clewiston 

Clewiston, Florida, the Queen City 
of Florida’s Everglades, in the heart 
of the Sugar Bowl, platted and de¬ 
veloped in 1925 and incorporated in 
1932, is the most modern and fastest 
growing town in the area. A national¬ 
ly known city planner platted the 
present townsite, distinctive in its 
comprehensive arrangement, whether 
viewed on the ground or from the air. 
It is located on U. S. Highway 27 and 
State Road No. 80, approximately half 
way (about 60 miles) between Fort 
Myers, on the West Coast and West 
Palm Beach on the East Coast. From 
the time of the Diston Canal construc¬ 
tion in 1883, the Ridge Section of 
Clewiston, shaped like an anvil and 
jutting into Lake Okeechobee, was 
known as Sand Point. Earlier military 
history indicates that the spot was 
used as a camp site by the Indians. 

The first known enterprise in the 
Lake area was commercial fishing and 
nearby quarters for periodic use of the 
fishing crews in 1914 were on the 
present site of the U. S. Engineer’s 
Reservation. The earliest settlement 
settlement was by a dozen Japanese 
from California, who cleared land and 
began farming in 1915. 

Outside interests, intrigued by the 
natural beauty of Sand Point, pur¬ 
chased land in the area, and in 1922 
began its development. With the help 
of outside capital, the railroad was ex¬ 
tended from the Atlantic Coast Line 
terminus at Moore Haven to Sand 
Point and the name of the new station 
became Clewiston, in honor of A. C. 
Clewis, Tampa banker, who provided 
the capital. A large frame building 
housed the store, Post Office, hotel 
and bank. An old box-car was the 
station, but several tomato packing 


houses were built along a spur into the 
lake, to which produce was boated 
from the area around the south shore. 
Thus began the commercial life of the 
town. 

The development of sugar cane as 
a crop began in the vicinity in 1925 
when B. G. Dahlberg and Associates 
acquired the area. Erection of the 
Sugar House was completed in 1928. 

The town became the City of Clew¬ 
iston in 1931. It is under commission 
form of government, with biennial 
elections. 

Highlights in the physical develop¬ 
ment of the community have been the 
drainage system, early establishment 
and continuous improvement of the 
water supply, enlargement of the raw 
cane Sugar House of the United States 
Sugar Corporation to the largest in 
Continental United States; the erec¬ 
tion of the Clewiston Inn and the of¬ 
fice building of the United States 
Sugar Corporation; the erection of the 
new high school, churches of many 
denominations, the establishment and 
upkeep of parks and recreational 
areas. 

Clewiston is attracting more and 
more visitors each year through its 
friendly people, excellent year-round 
Black Bass and other fine fishing in 
nearby Lake Okeechobee, unsur¬ 
passed hunting in season—ducks, deer, 
turkey, dove and quail being among 
the game found in the area; a fine golf 
course, shuffleboard, tennis courts, 
a baseball park and other recreational 
facilities serve to keep the vacationist 
occupied. Ample accommodations can 
be had in motels, motor courts, guest 
houses, fishing camps, a trailer park 
and a modern fireproof hotel. All 
around the east, west and south sides 


of Lake Okeechobee is a great levee, 
60 miles long and 18 feet above the 
lake level. A good road at Clewiston 
leads to the top of the levee where a 
parking space overlooks the lake. 

Clewiston has opportunities for in¬ 
vestment . . . large or modest . . . the 
production of winter vegetables, fine 
beef cattle and other enterprises, 
coupled with ideal working and living 
conditions, are just beginning to be 
appreciated. 

Clewiston Easy to Reach: 

By Highway—Via U. S. 27, through 
the scenic highlands of the Citrus 
Belt and the heart of Florida’s Sugar 
Bowl. From the East Coast via U. S. 
1—Florida 80 and U. S. 27. From the 
West Coast via U. S. 41—Florida 80 
and U. S. 27. 

By Rail—Atlantic Coast Line Rail¬ 
road. 

By Yacht—From the East Coast via 
Stuart, and the St. Lucie Canal into 
Lake Okeechobee thence to Clew¬ 
iston. From the West Coast via Fort 
Myers and the Caloosahatchee River 
into Lake Okeechobee thence to 
Clewiston. 
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JEROME LUMBER AND SUPPLY CO. INC. 

C. J. JONES, Pres. MRS. C. J. JONES, Sec.-Treas. 

KILN DRIED VIRGIN LONG LEAF YELLOW PINE - TIDE WATER RED CYPRESS 
GENERAL LINE OF BUILDERS SUPPLIES 

PHONES 2-1174—2-1175 

1114 PECK STREET FORT MYERS, FLORIDA 


C. 


J. JONES LUMBER COMPANY, INC. 

AND SUBSIDIARY 


C. J. JONES, President 

PINE MILL — JEROME, FLORIDA — ON A. C. L. R. R. 

TELEPHONE 2615 

MANUFACTURERS OF HEART LONG LEAF YELLOW PINE 

DRY KILN AND PLANING MILL— EVERGLADES, FLORIDA 
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PURE BRED BRAHMANS OWNED BY 


HILLIARD BROTHERS 

of La Belle in Hendry County, Florida 
VISITORS WELCOME 

WITH SINCERE COMPLIMENTS TO THE CHAIRMAN AND OTHER 
MEMBERS OF THE STATE ROAD DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA —FOR 
THEIR COOPERATION WITH HENDRY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
AND OUR ROAD PROBLEMS 



At NAPLES You'll Enjoy . . . 

A Magnificent Seven Mile Beach Directly on the Main¬ 
land 

Finest Fishing from 1,000 Foot Pier or Charter Boat 
Golf — Swimming — Tennis — Skeet shooting — Horse¬ 
back Riding — Shelling 


NAPLES BEACH HOTEL 

135 Rooms with Private Bath 
Unexcelled Cuisine — Swimming Pool 
Colorful Cocktail Lounge 


NAPLES GULF APARTMENT HOTEL 

Directly Facing the Gulf of Mexico 

Smartly Furnished Housekeeping and Non-Housekeeping 
Apartments, Efficiencies, Hotel Rooms 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY 


THE NAPLES COMPANY 


BEACH FRONTAGE 
HOMESITES 


APARTMENT SITES 
COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES 


NAPLES 

ON THE GULF— 

Below the Humid Belt—Gateway to the Fabulous Ten 
Thousand Islands 


Twenty 


FLORIDA HIGHWAYS 

























Dental Trailer 

By Dr. A. F. Douglas 
Chief Dentist 
Florida State Institutional 
Dental Service 
Florida State Hospital, 
Chattahoochee, Florida 

The development of the dental 
service of the Florida State Hospital 
under its present auspices began April 
15, 1926. Its growth and expansion 
has been constant since that time 
when one dentist and one dental as¬ 
sistant comprised its personnel, and 
one room its physical facilities, until 
the present time with a staff of five 
dental officers and an accessory per¬ 
sonnel of six dental assistants, a rec¬ 
ord clerk and stenographer, three 
dental laboratory technicians, and 
physical facilities which comprise a 
separate clinic building with three re¬ 
ception rooms, eight operating rooms, 
three sterilizing rooms, laboratory, 
library, record clerk’s office, personal 
offices, etc. 

The portion of this development en¬ 
compassed during the past ten years 
includes the addition to the staff of 
this institution in the persons of one 
dental officer, two dental technicians, 
and physically in the installation of a 
500 volume dental library, the addi¬ 
tion of three wings carrying personal 
offices, locker rooms, additional re¬ 
ception room space, four additional 
operating rooms and their equipment, 
and a very complete and modern labo¬ 
ratory. 

Based on the development of this 
clinic and its outstanding ranking 
among such service in institutions of 
similar nature in the country, it was 
conceived that the other institutions 
of the state coming under the govern¬ 
ment of the Board of Commissioners 
of State Institutions could well profit 
by such a broadened concept of the 
dental phase of their health services, 
and in September, 1946, the then Gov¬ 
ernor and the six members of his cabi¬ 
net which made up the Board of Com¬ 
missioners of State Institutions, au¬ 
thorized and commissioned the Chief 
Dentist of this clinic to conduct a 
survey of the then existing conditions 


relative to the dental care of the in¬ 
mates of all the institutions concerned, 
and submit a detailed report of such 
conditions, with recommendations re¬ 
garding such changes as seemed indi¬ 
cated for the improvement and correc¬ 
tion of the conditions found. 

This survey was immediately and 
exhaustively undertaken, and the re¬ 
port and recommendations submitted 
as of October 7, 1946. This was ap¬ 
proved unanimously by the Governor 
and Board, and the program author¬ 
ized for activation as of January 1, 
1947. 

The conditions found as the result 
of the survey, varied somewhat in the 
amount and type of service rendered, 
but in all were inadequate and based 
on the disinterested, uncoordinated 
and expensive emergency part time 
service rendered by a visiting local 
dentist. Equipment was antiquated 
and inefficient generally in such insti¬ 
tutions as boasted any, and which was 
in all instances disposed in unsuitable 
quarters not specifically designed for 
dental purposes. 

To be brief, as any portion of a re¬ 
port ba state wide health activities 
over the past ten years must be, the 
following are the salient points of pro- 
ceedure in activating and carrying for¬ 
ward this broadened dental program. 

(1) A meeting of the Superinten¬ 
dents of the five institutions in addi¬ 
tion to the Florida State Hospital, was 
held, the proposed program outlined, 
a staff and salary schedule agreed 
upon, and the unanimous approbation 
of the plan expressed by these super¬ 
intendents. 

(2) An appropriation of $21,875.00 
was secured from the Board, via the 
State Improvement Commission. 

(3) Twenty complete dental oper¬ 
ating room set-ups consisting of chair, 
unit, and cabinet, were secured from 
another state agency which had come 
into possession of it through govern¬ 
ment grant and/or purchase. 

(4) The then present old equip¬ 
ment in the institutions was sold for 
$1,800.00 and the receipts turned over 


to the several institutions from which 
it was removed. 

(5) All the war surplus equipment 
was renovated and rehabilitated. 

(6) Space for dental clinics was 
selected and designated in each insti¬ 
tution, clinics designed and built, re¬ 
built, improved and equipment in¬ 
stalled. This was accomplished out 
of the funds appropriated, and aside 
from institutional labor, cost the sev¬ 
eral institutions nothing. 

(7) Installation of equipment and 
instruments was accomplished, addi¬ 
tional staff acquired, and the program 
gotten under way on a full or part 
time basis governed by the size of the 
institution involved and the staff allot¬ 
ment available, in the following insti¬ 
tutions in addition to the Florida State 
Hospital: 

The Florida Industrial School for 
Boys—Marianna, 

The Florida School for the Deaf 
and the Blind—St. Augustine, 

The Florida State Prison—Raiford, 

The Florida Farm Colony—Gaines¬ 
ville, 

The Florida Industrial School for 
Girls—Ocala, 

The Florida State Hospital #2, 
Dorr Branch—Arcadia, 

The Florida State Hospital #2, 
Carlstrom Branch—Arcadia. 

(8) Due to the fact that there 
existed in the state’s largest institu¬ 
tion, at Chattahoochee, at the time of 
the inauguration of this program, an 
efficient and functioning dental clinic 
and organization, it seemed wise for 
the entire service for all the institu¬ 
tions to stem from this organization 
and location, all supplies to be pur¬ 
chased and dispensed from this base, 
all laboratory restorations to be pro¬ 
cessed from its laboratory, and all 
dental personnel engaged, assigned 
and directed from this point, with 
supplementary periodical and other 
necessary visits as required to the 
several institutions by the director or 
Chief of the whole service. This has 
worked out successfully during the 
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three year period since the program 
was begun, abeit with considerable 
hardship and some dissatisfaction 
among our personnel, for any addi¬ 
tion to which, to accomplish the extra 
labor involved, there has been no 
provision made. 

(9) In January 1948, the Florida 
State Farm #2 was added to our serv¬ 
ice, a clinic developed, and has since 
been visited one day each week by 
the member of our staff from Arcadia, 
and its some 250 prisoners given 
dental care. 

(10) It had for some time been felt, 
that the prisoners assigned to the 31 
State Road Department prison camps 
about the state, could be cared for 
more efficiently and less expensively 
by our organized service than by trips 
to local dentists as had been the cus¬ 
tom. The idea was well received by 
the State Road Department, and a 
trailer was purchased and equipped 
out of our funds, and the service insti¬ 
tuted in July 1948. This service to 


some 1,400 prisoners has proven to be 
a boon to them, less costly in money 
and in absenteeism from work be¬ 
cause of pain and inability to per¬ 
form their duties. Each camp is 
visited three times yearly, which is 
perhaps more frequently than the 
average free individual sees his 
dentist. 

(11) Constituting the latest effort 
of this service is the preparation and 
equipping of the dental clinic in the 
Florida Apalachee Correctional Insti¬ 
tution now coming into function at 
Chattahoochee, and in which our 
service will be instituted as of August 
1, 1950. 

In summation, it may be said that 
because of this organized and super¬ 
vised dental health care, the state of 
Florida is unique in that its provision 
of this health service for its 14,000 
institutionalized wards, is, insofar as 
is known, unequalled by any state in 
our country. However, attention 
should be called to the facts that the 


whole service is still understaffed by 
perhaps five dental officers and some 
accessory personnel, and is underpaid 
by comparison with salary schedules 
of any similar health care such as the 
Veterans Administration or National 
and State Health Boards. Staff is 
obtainable only by connections made 
over a long period of years, and be¬ 
cause of Florida’s favorable geo¬ 
graphical location, but not with the 
prospect of the permanency that 
would result from an adequate salary 
schedule. 

Detailed yearly reports are avail¬ 
able as to the class and number of 
actual operations performed in this 
whole service over the period of its 
activity, but such a report does not 
seem indicated in this brief resume 
of its history and development. It 
seems enough to say that the institu¬ 
tionalized citizens of Florida are re¬ 
ceiving more, better and less expen¬ 
sive dental care than is known to be 
rendered in any other state in our 
country. 



FRONTIER LODGE 


HOTEL ROOMS - APARTMENTS 

SWIMMING POOL 

IMMOKALEE FLORIDA 



GRINER WATERS, Dealer 
FORD SALES & SERVICE LAKELAND, FLORIDA 



Midway Between Bok Singing Tower and 
Beautiful Cypress Gardens 

VISITORS 

are cordially welcomed at the large modern 
citrus .packing .house of 

WAVERLY 

GROWERS COOPERATIVE 

WAVERLY, FLORIDA 


Twenty-two 
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Here's the New 
for Crawler Tractor 

Allis-Chalmers Model HD-20 

Hydraulic Torque Converter 
Tractor 


Yardstick 

Performance 


Mr. Moon, who was bom in Carbon- 
dale, Pennsylvania, has spent his en¬ 
tire business life connected with the 
mortgage loan business in the New 
York area. He received his B. A. de¬ 
gree from Wesleyan University and 
his L.L.B. degree from Dickinson Law 
School. 

Mr. Moon assumed his new duties 
on November 1 and is moving his 
family to the Florida city. 

According to Walter L. Hays, presi¬ 
dent of the American Fire and Casual¬ 
ty Company, Mr. Moon will have com¬ 
plete charge of the Mortgage Loan 
Division, making F.H.A., V.A., and 
conventional loans. 

The American Fire and Casualty 
Company operates throughout the 
South, writing Fire and Casualty in¬ 
surance and was one of the pioneers 
in multiple line underwriting. 


American Fire and Casualty 
Names Mortgage Loan Head 

Dwight C. Moon, for the past 10 
years Mortgage Analyst for the Mu¬ 
tual Life Insurance Company of New 
York, has resigned to take charge of 
the Mortgage Loan Division of the 
American Fire and Casualty Company 
of Orlando. 


• EVERY OPERATOR COMFORT - seat, platform, controls, visibility . . . 
hydraulic finger-tip steering, self-energizing brakes, practically no gear-shifting. 


World's Finest Tractor 


Arrange for a Demonstration on your job at the earliest opportunity. 


• BIG AND RUGGED — 41,800 lb. of properly balanced weight... long, wide, 
sure-gripping tracks. Handles the toughest jobs in stride! 

• POWERFUL -Newest, latest GM 2-Cycle Diesel Engine; Model 6-110. Plenty 
of POWER . . . for longer life, lower maintenance, increased production. 

• HYDRAULIC TORQUE CONVERTER DRIVE — eliminates most gear shifting 

and keeps tractor working smoothly at higher average speeds. 

• SIMPLE UNIT ASSEMBLY — major assemblies removed and repaired or re¬ 
placed without removing adjacent parts. 

•EXTENDED LUBRICATION PERIODS THROUGHOUT— plus l.ooo-hour 

periods on truck wheel, track idlers and support rollers with the A-C POSI¬ 
TIVE SEAL. 


SEABROOK TRUCK & TRACTOR CO. 

625 W. Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Florida 

SQUARE DEAL MACHINERY & SUPPLY CO. 

1331 Central Avenue, Orlando, Florida 


TEXACO 

OIL PRODUCTS 

Phone 396-W W. Wilson St. 

G. POWELL SUMMERS 
Lake City, Florida 


SEE YOUR PIIIS-CHALMERS °e«ie* 
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COLLIER COI 

THE ROD & GUN CLUB and COTTAGE: 
where sportsmen gather, live and swap tales 
of tall timber and deep water. The only ere 
dentials required for the Club are a lover 
sport and an interest in this area. 

Forty rooms arranged singly or en suite wit' 
private baths — American plan from $ 12.00 
per day, per person — also private cottages 

Charter Boats with Guides — from skiff 
for a few dollars per day to spacious oper 
boats ($30 - $35.00), cabin cruisers ($40 
$45.00). 

The new CYPRESS BAR — one of the State: 
most beautiful, well stocked with domestic ant 
imported wines and liquors. 

The ROD & GUN CLUB is not extensivel) 
advertised except by the good report whief 
is passed along by those who wish their frient 
to be informed of its advantages. 


EVE 


The Chamber of Commerce of Ever? 
motion on Ranching, Farming, or Home: 











Sw£?iS , 'Sfs 

diesel fuel, gasoline and oil. 


LADES 

TY, FLORIDA 

Everglades 7 unique beauty has been best 
described as /7 the town within a park. 77 Most 
types of tropical growth are found within its 
limits. There are modern public buildings and 
facilities, unlimited water from 500-foot ar¬ 
tesian wells, a modern public and high school, 
library, a six-bed dispensary, garage and com¬ 
plete machine shop, boatyard with marine 
ways capable of docking vessels up to 75 tons, 
U. S. Weather Bureau Reporting Station, 
modern market, Marine facilities with free 
docking space and water, Community Church, 
trailer park, motor court, Atlantic Coast Line 
Railroad, Bank, barber shop and an up-to-date 
licensed airport with A. & E. service — these 
and other points make Everglades a model of 
convenience in resort and year-round living. 

orida, will be glad to supply detailed infor- 
Write or Phone — Everglades 2831. 









ride TRAIL WAYS 

THRU BUSES 


MIAMI - TAMPA - TALLAHASSEE 
PENSACOLA - MOBILE 


MIAMI - TAMPA - TALLAHASSEE 
ATLANTA - KNOXVILLE 


MIAMI - TAMPA - TALLAHASSEE 
MONTGOMERY - BIRMINGHAM 
DALLAS, TEXAS 


KEEP YOUR PARTY TOGETHER 
CHARTER A TRAILWAYS BUS 



ORLANDO 
TRANSIT 
CO. 


ORANGE AVE. & 
WEBER AVE. 


ORLANDO, FLA. 

Sidney M. Swope , Manager • Dial 2-0744 


Littleford Bros. 
Asphalt Equipment 


Buffalo Springfield 
Rollers 


Austin-Western 

Grader-Sweepers 


M. D. MOODY & SONS, INC, 

ROAD BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION 
MACHINERY 


LeRoi 

Air Compressors 

Waukesha 
Engines & Parts 



Michigan Power Shovel Co. 
Truck Cranes 

Chain Belt Company 
Mixers & Pumps 


RIVERSIDE VIADUCT PHONE 4-5571 

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 


,- v . 


WE APPRECIATE THE PROGRESS OF 

* ■ 

COLLIER COUNTY 

WHICH WAS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS AND STATE ROAD DEPARTMENT 


IMMOKALEE SUPPLY CO. 

Insecticides, Fertilizers, Seed, Hardware & Crate Materials 


IMMOKALEE, FLORIDA 


Twenty-six 


FLORIDA HIGHWAYS 





































Transactions of Meetings of Florida State Road Department 

Held at Brooksville, Florida, October 30, 1950 


Pursuant to agreement and announcement, 
the State Road Department convened in 
Brooksville for a regular meeting on the 
30th day of October A. D. 1950. 

Following an enthusiastic welcoming cere¬ 
mony at the entrance to the Court House 
conducted by officials and citizens of 
Brooksville and Hernando County which was 
attended by a large crowd and began at 
nine o’clock with music furnished by the 
Hernando County High School Band and an 
address of welcome by Mayor John C. Bacon, 
the Members of the Road Board and attend¬ 
ing Department personnel repaired to the 
Court Room and the meeting was called to 
order by Chairman McKethan. Present, in 
addition to the Chairman, were: Members J. 
Glover Taylor, Marion G. Nelson and Merrill 
P. Barber. Attorneys John W. McWhirter 
and David W. Kerns, State Highway Engi¬ 
neer Sam P. Turnbull, Secretary R. M. 
Hartsfield, and Assistant Secretary L. A. 
Fraleigh, Jr., and others of the engineering 
staff and office personnel requested by the 
Chairman to attend were also present. Mr. 
Trusten P. Drake, Member from the Fifth 
District, had advised that he would be un¬ 
able to attend this meeting. 

PRESENT FROM HERNANDO COUNTY 

The following registered from Hernando 
County: Senator Joe E. Johnston, Jr., Rep¬ 
resentative Travis Phillips; Chairman John 
L. Ayers and Members J. P. Mills, R. H. 


JARS 

Of Every Description for 
Honey, Marmalades, Preserves 
Syrup and Sanitary Cans 

LOUIS WOHL & SONS 

16th St. & 6th Ave. Tampa, Fla. 


Harvell, R. H. Kelling and Frank Saxon, of 
the Board of County Commissioners; Ray¬ 
mond Underwood, Commissioner-nominee; 
Leamon Q. Varn, Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Sim L. Lowman, Sheriff, Sidney F. Dick, 
Tax Assessor; and E. S. MacKenzie, Jim 
Whitehurst, Onan Whitehurst and Joe 
Mason, citizens. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MEETINGS OF SEPTEMBER 7 AND 22, 
1950, TAEL A H ASSEE 
On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Barber, the minutes of the meetings held at 
Tallahassee on September 7th and 22nd were 
approved and ordered recorded. 

APPROVAL OF CONTRACTS AWARDED 
On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

WHEREAS, pursuant to due advertise¬ 
ment, the Department did on certain dates, 
as hereinafter indicated, receive bids for 
furnishing of certain materials and equip¬ 
ment, and for the construction of certain 
projects, as hereinafter listed; and 

WHEREAS, the firms hereinafter named 
were and are hereby declared to be the low¬ 
est responsible bidders therefor, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that the action of the Chairman in awarding 
the contracts hereinafter listed, be and the 
same is hereby approved, which said con¬ 
tracts are as follows, to wit: 

CONTRACTS AWARDED 
Materials, Equipment, etc. 

Ilids if September 11 

Raybro Elec. Supplies, Inc., Elec. Equip¬ 
ment for Proj. 1253, Motor and Controls, 
$1,735.42. 


REPAIRING RENTALS REBUILDING ELECTRIC WELDING 

ACETYLENE WELDING MACHINE WORK 

DRAINAGE MACHINERY & SUPPLY CO. 

PARTS AND SERVICE 

Hercules Motor Products 

Gas and Diesel Power Units 

"GMC" Trucks John Deere 

Drag Lines - Cranes - Shovels Tractors - Implements 

Telephone 1240—P. 0. Box 787 

S. 5th St. & Citrus Ave. Fort Pierce, Florida 


Filer Equip Co., Crossing Gates for Proj. 
1253, $1,250.00. 

Bid* of September 15 

McClellan & Bailey, Heart Fence Posts, 
$1,351.00. 

Ferman Chev. Co. (trade-in), 1, Chev. % T 
Clo. Cab Pick-up Truck, $$909.11. 

Ferman Chev. Co. (trade-in), 1, Chev. % T 
Clo. Cab Pick-up Truck, $999.11. 

Hills of September 19 

Baird Hardware Co., Water Pipe, Ware¬ 
house 8462, $3,693.07. 

Radcliff Gravel Co., Shell for Accts. 8431 
and 8432, $105,750.00. 

Butler Chev. Co. (trade-in), 1, Chev. l/ -> T 
Clo. Cab Pick-up Truck, $819.00. 

Hills of September 21 

J. H. Churchwell Co., Convict Clothing, 
$20,112.50. 

Eppinger & Russell, Treated Lumber, FOB 
Bartow, $3,383.50. 

Summers Chev. Co., 1, Chev. Sub. Carryall, 
$1,471.40. 

Kids of September 22 

Bill Holler Motor Sales (trade-in), 1, Chev. 
Va T Clo. Cab Pickup Truck, $797.00. 

Bill Holler Motor Sales (trade-in), 1, Chev. 
& T Clo. Cab Pickup Truck, $798.00. 

Bozard Ford Co., (trade-in), 1, Ford V-8 
Vfe Ton Clo. Cab Pickup Truck, $1,094.30. 

Holler Chev. Co. (trade-in), 1, Chev. Va Ton 
Clo. Cab Pickup Truck, $844.00. 

Holler Motor Sale (trade-in), 1, Chev. 2- 
door Sedan Styleline Special, $749.15. 

Riverside Chev. Co. (trade-in), 1, Chev. 2- 
door Sedan Styleline Special, $846.40. 

Bill Holler Motor Sales (trade-in), 1, Chev. 
2-door Sedan Styleline Special, $699.00. 

Bill Holler Motor Sales (trade-in), 1, Chev. 
Va Ton Clo. Cab Pickup Truck, $1,123.70. 

Bill Holler Motor Sales (trade-in), 1, Chev. 
Va Ton Clo. Cab Pickup Truck, $797.00. 

Bill Holler Motor Sales (trade-in), 1, Chev. 
Va Ton Clo. Cab Pickup Truck, $775.00. 

Bids of September 25 

Hughes Supply, Inc., Misc. Elec. Equip. 
Camps. Acct. 8460, $9,383.25. 

Hough Chev. Co. (trade-in), 1, Chev. 2-door 
Styleline Special Sedan, $888.40. 

Pate Chev. Co. (trade-in), 1, Chev. 2-door 
Styleline Special Sedan, $682.90. 

Altman Chev. Co. (trade-in), 1, Chev. 2- 
door Styleline Special Sedan, $429.15. 

Royal Palm Chev. Co. (trade-in), 1, Chev. 
2-door Styleline Special Sedan, $416.00. 

Bids of September 3(5 

Rowell Motors, Inc. (trade-in), 1, Ford V-8 
Tudor DeLuxe Sedan, $774.00. 

Rowell Motors, Inc. (trade-in), 1, Ford V-8 
V 2 Ton Clo. Cab Pickup Truck, $849.00. 

Grantham Chev. Co. (trade-in), 1, Chev. 
Va Ton Clo. Cab Pickup Truck, $779.79. 


TRI-STATE 


CULVERT & MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


440 South Rome Avenue 

Telephone 8-5356 

Post Office Box 3030 

Tampa 1, Florida 


1 W. F. LAWLESS, Pres. 

F. L. McNEER, Treas. 

L. A. McNEER, Sec. 

.1. h. shipe 

TRUCKING 

CORPORATION 

CARRIERS 


TELEPHONES 

CANNING PLANT 


OFFICE 29-571 

SUPPLIES AND PRODUCTS 


GARAGE 22-272 


WINTER HAVEN, FLORIDA 
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Grantham Chev. Co. (trade-in), 1, Chev. 
2-door Styleline Special Sedan, $767.40. 

Summers Chev. Co. (trade-in), 1, Chev. 2- 
door Styleline Special Sedan, $681.15. 

Drummond & Wellman, Inc. (trade-in), 1, 
Chev. 2-door Styleline Special Sedan, $720.00. 

Drummond & Wellman, Inc. (trade-in), 1, 
Chev. 2-door Styleline Special Sedan, $750.00. 

Drummond & Wellman, Inc. (trade-in), 1, 
Chev. 2-door Styleline Special Sedan, $720.00. 

Drummond & Wellman, Inc. (trade-in), 1, 
Chev. 2-door Styleline Special Sedan, $720.00. 

Drummond & Wellman, Inc. (trade-in), 1, 
Chev. 2-door Styleline Special Sedan, $700.00. 
, Crane Co., Heating- Equip. & Fittings, per 
list, $2,539.23. 

Bids of September 27 

Benton & Co. Inc., Del. to SRD Trks. 
Dredged Shell Material, $2,500.00. 

Bids of October 2 

Southeast Wheel & Rim Co., 20, Guard 
Trailer as per Spec. FOB Jax, First ten at 
$467.50; Remaining ten at $487.50. 

Bids of October 3 

Royle Motor Co., 2, Mercury 4-door Stand. 
Sedan at $1,800.67. 

Lakeland Ford Co., 3, Ford V-8 2- door 
DeLuxe Sedan at $1,329.44. 

Douglass-Creel Motor Co., 2, Ford V-8 4- 
door Custom Sedan at $1,447.00. 

Proctor & Proctor, 2, Buick 4-door Special 
Sedan at $1,945.00. 

Roland Miller Chev. Co., 3, Chev. 2-door 
Styleline Sedans at $1,277.40. 

Roland Miller Chev. Co., 2, Chev. 4-door 
Styleline Sedans at $1,368.60. 

Bids of October 4 

Eppinger & Russell Co., Treated Timber & 
Piling, FOB Tampa, $6,058.89. 

Bids of October 9 

Thomas Lumber Co., Lumber, FOB New 
Berlin, $1,943.48. 

Bids of October 11 

Ferman Chev. Co. (trade-in), 1, Chev. 
Suburban Carryall, $1,232.45. 

University Chev. Co. (trade-in), 1, Chev. 
Suburban Carryall, $1,600.00. 

Bids of October 12 

Stout Equipment Co., 3, Woods Rotary 
Mowers, FOB Tallahassee, $1,290.00. 


Construction 

Bids of May 9 

L. M. White, S-293(l), 53, Lafayette, $38,- 
771.75. 

John Monoghan, Inc., S-297(l), S-108, Nas¬ 
sau, $73,523.41. 

Bids of June 16 

Jas. H. Craggs Const. Co., UI-002-2(5) etc., 
500 etc., Marion, $958,363.50. 

Marion Const. Co., S-264(2), 146, Jefferson, 
$160,773.98. 

J. W. Connor & Sons, Inc., F-012-l(l), 45 & 
867, Lee, $325,556.97. 

Bids of July 25 

Brinson Const. Co., 1508-105, 584, Pinellas, 
$395,313.04. 

Coggin & Deermont, F-020-l(3), 75, Bay, 
$133,618.37. 

Atlantic Dredging & Const., 1517-176, 55, 
Pinellas, $338,200.00. 

Caddell & Jackson, S-271(l), S-127, Baker, 
$59,922.47. 

J. W. Connor & Sons, 3410-105, 40, Levy, 
$17,498.49. 

Bids of September 6 

Cone Bros. Contr. Co., 1008-108 and 1002- 
104, 60 & 685, Hillsborough, $61,271.91. 

Cleary Bros. Const. Co., 9375-101, S-806, 
Palm Beach, $413,291.00. 

Coggin & Deermont, 5205-108, 2, Holmes, 
$221,052.80. 

Scott Const. Co., 2753-151 & 3953-102, S-231, 
Baker-Union, $23,772.00. 

Scott Const. Co., 2702-103, 2, Baker, $67,- 
659.50. 

Doyle Pope, 6151-150, S-273, Washington, 
$26,910.57. 


J. W. Conner & Sons, 0210-103 etc., 485 & 
50, Citrus-Hernando, $22,278.96. 

Polk Const. Co., 7703-104 & 7751-150, 46 etc., 
Seminole, $67,794.47. 

Hubbard Const. Co., 7504-106, 426, Orange, 
$92,941.53. 

McFarlin Const. Co., 8700-105, Dade, $5,- 
737.77. 

A. B. Coveil, 6003-903 & 4811-901, 20 & 298, 
Walton-Escambia, $41,125.11. 

J. D. Manly Const. Co., 8802-103, 512, Indian 
River, $34,036.70. 

Ryan Const. Co., 1012-104, 674, Hillsborough, 
$114,425.88. 

Doyle Pope, S-285(l), S-157 and S-12-A, 
Gadsden, $117,157.36. 

Doyle Pope, S-286(l), S-268, Gadsden, $85,- 
230.75. 

A. F. Rich Co., 0808-103, 485, Hernando, 
$108,099.30. 

Cleary Bros. Const. Co., 8619-103, 823, 

Broward, $38,144.70. 

L. L. Hall Const. Co., 8852-150, S-611, Indian 
River, $118,373.63. 

Brinson Const. Co., 9302-113, 5, Palm Beach, 
$35,910.33. 

Campbell Paving Co., 7651-150 etc., S-309-A, 
etc., Putnam, $17,572.57. 

Campbell Paving Co., 7708-901 and 7707-902, 
436 & 419, Seminole, $21,653.32. 

S. F. Mackenzie Co., 9407-107, 68, St. Lucie, 
$66,071.21. 

Belcher Oil Co., S-296(l), S-905, Monroe, 
$74,723.96. 

Cleary Bros. Const. Co., S-319(l), S-702, 
Palm Beach, $49,850.89. 

Brinson Const. Co., S-298(l), S-808, Palm 
Beach, $19,824.73. 
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R. H. Wright & Son, S-321(l), S-812, Palm 
Beach, $51,023.01. 

Fairchild-Carter Const., 1810-102, S-476, 

Sumter, $48,630.20. 

W. L. Cobb Const. Co., 1457-150, S-54, 

Pasco, $43,826.21. 

Edward M. Chadbourne, 4851-150, S-289, 
Escambia, $25,373.95. 

A. B. Covell, FG-020-l(4), 75, Bay, $90,- 
553.34. 

L. L. Hall Const. Co., 7151-150, S-214, Clay, 
$57,277.11. 

Brinson Const. Co., S-322(l), S-827, Palm 
Beach, $30,773.24. 

John Monoghan, Inc, S-3160), S-59, Leon, 
$93,138.66. 

L. W. Malone Contr. Co., 0210-102 etc., 485- 
50, Citrus-Hernando, $40,400.00. 

Scott Const. Co., FI-006-1 (5), 10, Santa 
Rosa, $206,763.79. 

Brinson Const. Co., S-276(l), S-951, Collier, 
$94,342.49. 

L. L. Hall Const. Co., 3809-105 and 3575- 
105, 30 & S-360, Taylor-Madison, $54,924.38. 

John A. Benton Const. Co., S-31(2), S-675, 
Manatee, $142,015.63. 

Bids of September 19 

Beacon Supply Co., 4701-905, 20, Calhoun, 
$2,854.98. 

Bids of October 10 

Faulk & Coleman Const., 5510-103 and 5512- 
104, 363 & 61, Leon, $91,071.60. 

Caddell & Jackson, 3851-150, etc., S-361 and 
S-356, Taylor, $157,906.31. 

Powell Bros., Inc., 9006-903, 5, Monroe, 
$158,764.00. 

LOCATIONS AND SURVEYS AND 
AUTHORIZATION FOR RIGHT OF WAY 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the Board approved the locations 
and surveys of the sections of road listed 
below and authorized acquisition of the right 
of way as needed. 


Bay, 4602, 30, From Point in Sec. 24, T 4 S, 
R 14 W, Sw’ly to East Bay. 

Bradford, 2801, 200, From Call St. in Starke 
N’ly along Temple Ave. etc. 

DeSoto, 0451, S-661, From W line of Sec. 
14, T 37 S, R 24 E, to Lansing. 

Dixie, 3051, S-351, From SR 55 in Cross City 
N’ly and NE’ly to point. 

Flagler, 7351, 305, From Little Haw Creek 
E’ly, NE’ly and N’ly to Deanville. 

Hardee, 0652, 664, From SW cor. of NEV 4 
of NEV 4 of Sec. 12, T 33 S, R 24 to NE cor. of 
Nwy 4 of SW% of SWV 4 of S 6, T 33 S, R 
25 E. 

Indian River, 8853, S-505, From SR 60 N’ly 
to point on Wabasso Road. 

Jackson, 5352, S-167, From point 0.26 mi. 
So. of Dry Creek NE’ly to SR 276. 

Lake, 1107 & 1102, 50, From Sumter Co. line 
E’ly to SR 33 at Mascotte; and from First 
St. to 3rd St. in Mascotte. 

Liberty, 5651, S-379, Marys Branch Bridge 
and approaches. 

Manatee, 1313, 55, From SR 45 N’ly, NW’ly 
and W’ly across Terra Ceia Island to County 
Line. 

Pasco, 1412, 52, From Pasco to San An¬ 
tonio. 

Putnam, 7655, S-209, From SR 15 E’ly to 
point 300’ E of Fish Creek. 

St. Lucie, 9452, 609, From SR 70 N’ly along 
W side of Header Canal to SR 68. 

Walton, 6052, S-2, From Jackson Still N’ly 
and E’ly to SR 83. 

Washington, 6152, S-273, From Point in 
S 6, T 2 N, R 16 W, NE’ly to Hinsons Cross 
Roads. 

Hernando, Old Rd. 5854-150, From Lake 
Lindsey Church to Citrus County Line, Re¬ 
vised and Amended Map of Location and 
Survey. 

Polk, 1606, 35, Original resolution adopted 
April 10, 1950. 


RELINQUISHMENT OF RIGHT OF WAY 
RESERVATIONS IN MURPHY ACT 
DEEDS, REQUESTED BY THE 
TRUSTEES OF I. I. FUND 

The Board considered the requests of the 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund 
for relinquishment of right of way reserva¬ 
tions in Murphy Act deeds, and approved 
the recommendations of the Engineer as set 
out below: 

First District 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Taylor. 

Pinellas (Pt.) 2457, 693 (1506), Lots 2-A and 
3-A of Tarrytown. Release all exc. part 50 
feet each side C/L SR 693. 

Polk, Pt.) 1219, 555(1603), Lots 11, 12 & 13 
Cecil Pk. Release all except within 50 feet 
each side C/L SR 555. 

Hillsborough, 08-Ch. 21684, 685 (Proj. 5367), 
Lots 3 & 22, Blk. 20, Lot 22, Blk. 28, Lots 3 
and 22, Blk. 33, Interbay. Release all except 
part within 50 feet each side C/L of SR 685. 

Second District 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Barber. 

Duval, 1297, 15(7203), Lot 12, Blk. 27, St. 
Johns Heights. Rlease all exc. that part in¬ 
corporated in R/W of Roosevelt Blvd. (SR 
15, formerly 363). 

Fourth District 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
N«lson. 

Palm Beach, 654, 5(9301), Lot 10, Blk. 4, 
Silver Terr. Release all ex. within dedica¬ 
tion of Dixie H’wy. (SR 5) and SE 10th. 

Indian River, 98, 60(8806), Lots 1 thru 5, 
inc. Blk. 1, Poinsettia Pk. Subdiv. Release 
all as to Lots 2, 3, 4 & 5; release all exc. part 
50 feet each side C/L SR 60 as to Lot 1. 

St. Lucie, 387, 70(9403), Lots 3 of Blk. 5 of 
Tucker Terrace Subdiv. Release all except 
pt. within 50 feet each side C/L of SR 70. 

St. Lucie, (Pt.) 170, 10(9403), Lot 4 of Blk 5 
of Tucker Terrace Subdiv. Release all ex¬ 
cept part within 50 feet each side C/L of 
SR 70. 

St. Lucie, 442, Sunrise Blvd., Lot 1, Blk. 2, 
Maravilla Court. Release all except part 
within 50 feet each side C/L Sunrise Blvd. 

St. Lucie, (Pt.) 443, Sunrise Blvd., No. y» of 
Lot 2, Blk. 2, of Maraville Court. Release 
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all except part within 50 feet each side C/L 
Sunrise Blvd. 

Fifth District 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson. 

Brevard, 1480, 3 (7014), Lots 1, 2 and 3, 
Grove Pk. Sub. of Gov’t Lot 1 exc. SE 42VL* 
& esmt. for R/W. Release all except 50 feet 
each side C/L SR 3. 

Putnam, 159, 20(7605) Pt. of SE 1 * of NEVi, 
Sec. 11-10-26. Release all except within 50 
feet each side of C/L of SR 20. 

Volusia, 743, 5(9903), Lots 6, 9 & 10, Blk. B. 
Holly Heights. Release all except part with¬ 
in 50 feet each side survey line of SR 5. 

Volusia, 866, 5(9903), Lots 11, 12, 13 & 14. 
and Lots 1 to 4 inc. Blk. B of Holly Heights. 
Release all except part within 50 feet each 
side survey line of SR 5. 

CONSIDERATION OF SPECIAL TRAFFIC 
REGULATIONS 

REPORT OF TRAFFIC INVESTIGATION 
AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE 
ENGINEER 

The Board gave consideration to requests 
for special traffic regulations and in each 
case reviewed the report of the traffic in¬ 
vestigation and the recommendation of the 
Engineer for that particular location. On 
mation, duly seconded, the following resolu¬ 
tion was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road De¬ 
partment, that in each case listed below the 
recommendation of the Traffic Engineer be 
and it is hereby approved, and authority 
hereby given for the placing of the proper 
signs as required: 

Orange, 500, In Zellwood. Increase to 35 
MPH Zone. 

Palm Beach, 704, From W. City Limits of 
WPB to SR 809. Establish 45 MPH Zone. 

St. Johns, A1A, Through Ponte Vedra. In¬ 
crease to 35 MPH Zone and extend south¬ 
ward. 

Volusia, 5, through Edgewater, decrease to 
35 MPH Zone. 

Lake, 500, through Mount Dora, retain 
present signals and timing schedule. 

Dade, 5, at Hainlin Mill Drive, N. of 
Goulds, no traffic signal, but SRD erect 
certain signs. 

Dade, 90, at SW 108th St. in Miami, no 
traffic signal, but SRD erect certain signs. 


Manatee, 45, through Whitfield Estates, 
speed zone not warranted. 

Lake, 19, Wafford Ave. in Umatilla, flash¬ 
ing beacon denied. 

Lake, 19, at SR 450 in Umatilla, flashing 
beacon denied. 

Putnam, 15, at SR in San Mateo, speed 
zone unwarranted. 

Dade, 5, at 139th St. in North Miami, traf¬ 
fic signal denied. 

Alachua, 25, by-passing High Springs, es¬ 
tablish 45 MPH zone. 

Marion, 200, County Cross-road in Sum- 
merfiekl, erect 40 MPH speed signs. 

Volusia, A1A, community of Holiday 
Beach, speed zone unwarranted. 

Palm Beach, 5, from Martin Co. Line So. 
to Jupiter, speed zone unwarranted. 

Marion, 200, at SR 318 in Citra, traffic 
signal denied. 

Dade, 25, Pennsuco, at Graham’s Dairy, 
no flashing beacon, but certain changes in 
present signs. 

Broward, A1A, at Pine Ave. in Ft. Lauder- 
dale-by-the-Sea, no traffic signal and no 
changes in signs. 

Broward, A1A, at Codrington Drive, same 
as above. 

Broward, A1A, at Commercial Ave., same 
as above. 

HEARING OF DELEGATIONS 
Broward County 

The delegation present from Broward 
County included Messrs. R. T. Gallion, C. B. 
Smith, Tony Salvino and William Groene, 
Members of the Board of County Commis¬ 
sioners, and John Lloyd, County Attorney. 
They thanked the Road Board for what had 
been done for Broward County, and said 


they came in behalf of the paving of Las 
Olas Boulevard. 

They were advised by Chairman McKethan 
that the Broward County program was go¬ 
ing along and that the additional traffic- 
survey now under way would require only 
about two weeks longer and would furnish 
valuable information on the program. 

EMPLOYMENT OF EXPERTS FOR 
TRAFFIC STUDIES 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the Board voted unanimously to 
employ Parsons, Brickerhoff, Hall and Mac¬ 
Donald for additional traffic studies in 
Broward County. 

MEMBER NELSON IN CHAIR 
CHAIRMAN RECOMMENDS EXPERTS 
FOR FURTHER TRAFFIC STUDIES 

Chairman McKethan asked Member Mar¬ 
ion G. Nelson to take the chair. 

With Mr. Nelson presiding, Mr. McKethan 
recommended the employment of experts for 
preliminary traffic studies for Gandy 
Bridge, Green Bridge on the Tamiami Trail 
between Bradenton and Palmetto, and the 
proposed Martin County crossings, and on 
his motion and the second of Mr. Barber, 
the Board voted to employ the firm of Par¬ 
sons, Brickerhoff, Hall and MacDonald as 
Consulting Experts for traffic studies on the 
projects named by the Chairman. 

CITRUS COUNTY 

Chairman James Rooks of the Board of 
County Commissioners of Citrus County was 
present and expressed his appreciation for 
what the Department had been doing and 
said he wished to cooperate in any way 
possible. He presented a petition for the 
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adding of a certain road to the Secondary 
System, and was advised that the proper 
procedure was to request the Board of 
County Commissioners to make the recom¬ 
mendation for the addition of the road to 
the Secondary System, through a resolution 
to the Road Department. Mr. Rooks was 
accompanied by Messrs. John Brown and 
Ray Stephens. 

DADE COUNTY 

Chairman Hugh Peters of the Dade County 
Board of Commissioners stated that this 
was an important day for Dade County, as 
he and the other Commissioners had come 
up to present to the Department the deeds 
for the right of way on the two projects 
now being advertised for construction. He 
said the deeds were complete and that they 
represented two years of hard work by both 
Dade County and the Road Department and 
had cost approximately $400,000 in money. He 
described the matter of acquiring right of 
way in Dade County as a problem, requiring 
time, hard work and lots of money. 

DEPARTMENT COMMENDS DADE 
COUNTY FOR COOPERATION 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the following resolution was unani¬ 
mously adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the State Road 
Department desires to express its sincere 
appreciation for the splendid cooperation it 
has received from the Board of County Com¬ 
missioners of Dade County at all times and 
in all matters that have come up for con¬ 
sideration since the Members of the present 


Road Board assumed their duties on the 5th 
day of January 1949; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in a 
sense of deep gratitude for the helpful atti¬ 
tude which has been consistently manifested 
by the said Commissioners, the Secretary of 
this Department be and he is hereby in¬ 
structed to make a record of this resolution 
in the minutes of this meeting, and to fur¬ 
nish a copy of same to each Member of the 
Board of County Commissioners of Dade 
County and of the County’s legislative dele¬ 
gation and to the Press. 

DUVAL COUNTY 

Mr. E. I. Acosta, Chairman of the Board 
of County Commissioners, and Mr. A. N. 
Sollee, County Engineer, were present from 
Duval County. 

Mr. Sollee told the Board that Duval 
County has no State-designated roads left 
so they desired the Department, when mak¬ 
ing up the 1951 budget, to set up projects 
on roads that had not been State-designated, 
with the understanding that they would be 
designated at the next session of the Legis¬ 
lature. 

Mr. Acosta spoke in behalf of the widening 
of State Road 13, Hendricks Avenue, because 
traffic was getting worse on this all the 
time; he urged that this widening project 
be included in the 1951 budget. Mr. Taylor, 
the Road Board Member from that district, 
advised the delegation that he had already 
requested the District Engineer, Mr. Slade, 
to work up an estimate of costs on this 
project. 


Mr. Acosta also requested some relief out 
of maintenance funds for overpasses or 
underpasses on Atlantic Boulevard, to re¬ 
lieve the traffic congestion caused by three 
schools. 

Mr. Sollee filed two resolutions from the 
Board of County Commissioners: (1) That 
the Department take the necessary steps to 
remedy the poor drainage condition on State 
Road 15, U. S. Highway No. 1, where it 
crosses the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad at 
the northerly city limits of Jacksonville. 
(2) Replace the ramp built by the Depart¬ 
ment to connect the driving beaches of At¬ 
lantic Beach, Neptune Beach and Jackson¬ 
ville Beach with State Road A1A which was 
completely destroyed during a recent hurri¬ 
cane, and to schedule this work so that the 
connection may be ready for use by April, 
1951. 

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 

Messrs. Ed. W. Carroll, County Engineer, 
and Elbert Moore, Member of the Board of 
County Commissioners, attended the meet¬ 
ing from Hillsborough County. 

Commissioner Moore stated that his county 
had not received an official request from 
the Department for the acquisition of the 
right of way at the south end of the Alafia 
River Bridge. He advised the Board that 
Hillsborough County owned six acres of land 
at the north approach to Alafia River Bridge 
and he had been authorized to offer this land 
to the Department as a site for a wayside 
park. He said the County would furnish 
the labor and a good portion of the material 
for the development of this park if the De¬ 
partment would send a man to set up the 
project. Chairman McKethan replied that 
the Department would take up Hillsborough 
County’s proposition for study with the 
State Board of Parks and give the county 
an early report. 

Mr. Carroll presented this request: That 
the old and new surveys on Old State Road 
23 be tied in where they do not now appear 
to agree. Also, he advised that his county 
was ready to secure the right of way on 
Admiral Drive, from 40th Street to Tampa 
Southern Railroad. 

Mr. Moore extended an invitation for the 
Board to meet in Tampa, which could 
afford the Members and the County Com¬ 
missioners a chance to discuss the Gandy 
Bridge project at greater length. Chairman 
McKethan advised that the likelihood of 
being able to hold a meeting and letting 
outside of Tallahassee during the balance 
of 1950 was remote, since the Department 
was already committed for a letting in 
Jacksonville on the Arlington Bridge and 
in Bradenton on the Lower Tampa Bay 
Crossing project. However, he expressed 
appreciation on behalf of the Road Board 
for this invitation. 

Mr. Carroll advised that County Commis¬ 
sioner Nuccio had just called him by tele- 
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phone to ask that he be given permission to 
construct from 12 to 15 additional picnic 
tables on Courtney Campbell Parkway, of 
the Department’s design and under its super¬ 
vision. The request was referred to Mr. 
Kratzert, State Maintenance Engineer. 

PINELLAS COUNTY 

Chairman Andrew E. Potter and Member 
John Chesnut of the Board of County Com¬ 
missioners of Pinellas County, and W. A. 
McMullen, County Engineer, were present. 

Mr. Potter said that they wished to pay 
their respects to the Road Department. 
Then he spoke of the need for traffic lights 
at the intersection of Gulf to Bay Boulevard 
and Highway 19; also for stop signs on 
Roads 584 and 580. Mr. Chesnut suggested 
that the immediate need at this intersection 
would be warning signs farther back from 
the intersection. Chairman McKethan ad¬ 
vised that the Department has had this 
under study for a revised crossing at this 
point. 

Speaking of the ACL Railroad crossing on 
Road 693, Mr. Potter said the signs are 
about 300 feet from the crossing. He said 
this was a blind crossing and that a serious 
accident had occurred there, and he believed 
the signs should be moved farther from the 
actual railroad crossing. He also spoke of 
the traffic on the beaches and requested the 
Department to have a study made to deter¬ 
mine whether or not Johns Pass Bridge 
should be closed to boats for a certain period 
of time during each day, and suggested 
January or February as the proper time for 
such a study. He gave a report on the 
pedestrian walkways on Johns Pass Bridge, 
stating that he believed they would pay for 
themselves. Mr. McKethan advised that he 
had been told by Mr. Parker that the study 
requested on the Johns Pass Bridge could be 
made in January. He also told the delega¬ 
tion that he would be glad to meet with 
their Board of County Commissioners with 
reference to employing Parsons, Bricker- 
hoff, Hall and MacDonald for preliminary 
studies of traffic for the connection over to 
Mullet Key. 

SUMTER COUNTY 

The delegation from Sumter County in¬ 
cluded the following: Senator J. C. Getzen, 
Melvin Carlton, M. H. Sharp and T. M. 
Bragg, Members of the Board of County 


Commissioners; F. W. Coutcher, Dr. W. A. 
Coutcher, F. R. Akins, L. A. Story, C. C. 
Giddens, L. L. Giddens, E. W. Tompkins, 
J. A. Franklin, S. S. Farmer, T. M. Rogers, 
C. P. Parrish, W. M. Means, Willard Peebles, 
J. W. Wallace, S. R. Phillips, Jr., A. M. Bar- 
low and Frank Rosell. 

Speaking of the survey and alignment of 
the Cross-State Highway, Senator Getzen 
said that the present line hit most all of 
the farmers and he asked that the line be 
changed, suggesting that the Division En¬ 
gineer go over this survey. 

Chairman McKethan advised the delega¬ 
tion that District Engineer Sweat would 
get with them and work out something on 
this alignment. 

RELINQUISHMENT OF R/W STATE 
ROAI) 500, ORANGE COUNTY 
HARLOW HARNETT, JR. AND 
W. R. BARNETT 

Attention of the Board was called to the 
action taken at the meeting of September 7 
authorizing the execution of a disclaimer to 
certain land acquired but not needed for 
the right of way for Section 7502, Road 500, 
Orange County, for the benefit of Messrs. 
Harlow Barnett and W. R. Barnett, and it 
was shown that the proper instrument of 
conveyance should have been a quitclaim 
deed, since it was established that the State 
has held title by deed and has not been 
holding it under easement. 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 


Taylor, the Board authorized the Chairman 
and the Secretary to execute and deliver 
quitclaim deed in favor of Harlow Barnett 
(Jr.) and W. R. Barnett, in lieu of the dis¬ 
claimer of the land mentioned in the resolu¬ 
tion adopted on September 7, 1950. 

RETURN OF ABANDONED R/W OLD 
STATE ROAD 1» DIXIE COUNTY 

The Board received request of Mr. Kay 
Griner, Cross City, for the conveyance to 
Mr. L. J. Forsythe of the former location of 
State Road 500 in Section 3, Township 9 
South, Range 10 East, and Sections 33, 34 
and 28, Township 8 South, Range 10 East, no 
longer maintained by the State. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Barber, and on the recommendation of the 
District Engineer, it was determined that 
said abandoned right of way be returned 
to Dixie County, in line with the usual 
procedure. 

CORRECTION OF DESCRIPTION IN R/W 
DEED ROAI) 50, HERNANDO COUNTY 
S. WHITEHURST & SONS, INC. 

Attention of the Board was called to error 
in right of way map and deed executed 
March 20, 1950, by S. Whitehurst & Sons, 
Inc., conveying right of way for Section 
4807, State Road 50, Hernando County, which 
error of the survey has been corrected. 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Taylor, the Chairman and Secretary were 
authorized to execute a reconveyance to S. 
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Whitehurst & Sons, Inc., to be delivered 
in exchange for deed containing correct 
legal description. 

CONVEYANCE TO GADSDEN COUNTY 
SURPLUS R/W STATE ROAD 10 
The Board considered a request from Hon- 
E. B. McFarland, Representative of Gads¬ 
den County, for the conveyance to Gadsden 
County of part of the tract or lot purchased 
February 13, 197, from Ira J. Martin and 
Ruth M. Martin, his wife, for right of way 
for Section 5003-202, State Road 76, now State 
Road 10, with money from the 80 percent 
surplus gas tax funds to the credit of Gads¬ 
den County. 

It being shown that a part of this tract or 
lot is not needed for right of way purposes, 
on motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Barber, the Chairman and the Secretary 
were authorized to execute and deliver to 
Gadsden County the proper conveyance of 
that portion of said tract or lot situate be¬ 
yond the 80-foot right of way for State Road 
10, formerly State Road 76, together with 
the structures thereon, with the understand¬ 
ing that said land and building is to be 
used by Gadsden County solely for public 
purposes. 

PERMISSION TO FRANK FRUGOLI TO 
TO ENCROACH ON R/W SR 25 
COLUMBIA COUNTY 
The Board received requests of Hon. J. O. 
Phillips, Hon. J. B. Hodges and Mr. Frank 
Frugoli for the Department to authorize 
Mr. Frugoli to maintain an existing building 
and appurtenant improvements W% of SWMs 


of Section 3, Township 7 South, Range 17 
East and situate approximately 66 feet 
easterly of the centerline of State Road 25, 
being an encroachment of approximately 
34 feet. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the Board authorized a permit for 
Mr. Frugoli to maintain said encroaching 
building and improvements until such time 
as the full width of the right of way is re¬ 
quired for road purposes, subject to the 
condition that the existing encroachment be 
not increased by any new structures or ad¬ 
ditions, that in the event the existing en- 
craching structure is destroyed or rebuilt 
from the foundation then any new structure 
will be erected not nearer than 100 feet to 
said road centerline, and that Mr. Frugoli 
remove said encroaching structure and im¬ 
provements within 75 days after notice in 
writing from the Department that the full 
width of the right of way is required for 
road purposes. 

COMPLETION OF FSIC ROAD PROGRAM 
IN LEE COUNTY 

Mr. W. A. Williams, General Auditor for 
the Department, reported to the Board that 
the FSIC road construction program had 
been completed in Lee County. 

Upon motion by Mr. Nelson, seconded by 
Mr. Barber, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road De¬ 
partment, that the completion of the FSIC 
road construction program in Lee County 
be duly certified to the State Board of Ad¬ 
ministration and to the Florida State Im¬ 


provement Commission, in accordance with 
the Lease-Purchase Agreement heretofore 
made in connection with the said program. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 
Chairman and the Secretary be and they are 
hereby authorized to execute and deliver 
appropriate certificates as evidence of the 
completion of said program. 

COMPLETION OF FSIC ROAD PROGRAM 
IN LEON COUNTY 

Mr. W. A. Williams, General Auditor for 
the Department, reported to the Board that 
the FSIC road construction program had 
been completed in Leon County. 

Upon motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by 
Mr. Barber, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road De¬ 
partment, that the completion of the FSIC 
road construction program in Leon County 
be duly certified to the State Board of Ad¬ 
ministration an dto the Florida State Im¬ 
provement Commission, in accordance with 
the Lease-Purchase Agreement heretofore 
made in connection with the sai dprogram. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 
Chairman and the Secretary be and they are 
hereby authorized to execute and deliver 
appropriate certificates as evidence of the 
completion of said program. 

AGREEMENT WITH HOLMES COUNTY 
RE MAINTENANCE 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by 
Mr. Taylor, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

WHEREAS Holmes County, through its 
Board of County Commissioners, has asked 
the State Road Department to use county 
funds and equipment and construct and/or 
maintain the county public road system of 
said County, under the terms of an agree¬ 
ment prepared and signed by the Members 
of said Board of County Commissioners, 
which proposed construction and/or main¬ 
tenance this Department is willing to under¬ 
take under the said terms and with the 
County's monies in the aggregate sum of 
$60,000, for the period from October 1, 1950, 
to September 30, 1951. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that the Chairman and the Secretary be and 
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are hereby authorized to enter into and 
execute the proposed agreement with Holmes 
County in the name of the State Road De¬ 
partment of Florida. 

CHANGE ORDER ON FAS-S-3<3) JOB 
7704-201, SEMINOLE COUNTY, TO LEAVE 
3 BENTS OF EXISTING LAKE 
JESSUP BRIDGE 

The Board considered a proposed change 
order in the contract with Polk Construction 
Company, Job 7704-201 FAS-S-3(3) Seminole 
County, to comply with the request of the 
Board of County Commissioners that the 
three west spans and the west abutment to 
the existing Lake Jessup draw bridge be 
left in place, which would decrease the price 
of said contract by the cost of the removal 
of said structures, at the contract unit price 
of $200.00. On motion of Mr. Nelson, sec¬ 
onded by Mr. Barber, the Board approved 
the change order and authorized the return 
of this part of the old bridge to the County, 
when the County has secured permission 
from the War Department for the structure 
to be left in place. 

RE TRAFFIC LIGHTS ON BRIDGE AT 
STATE LINE 

The Board received a request from the 
Georgia Highway Department that this De¬ 
partment participate in improvements to the 
bridge over the Chattahoochee River, State 
Road 2, Jackson County, between Marianna, 
Florida, and Donaldsonville, Georgia, the 


proposed improvements to consist of the in¬ 
stallation of actuated traffic lights, at an 
estimated cost of $3,000, said cost to be 
divided equally between the two states. 

Upon recommendation of the Bridge En¬ 
gineer that such lights were greatly needed 
at this point, and the opinion of the Attor¬ 
ney that the Department would have the 
necessary legal authority to enter into such 
an agreement with the State of Georgia, on 
motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. Bar¬ 
ber, the Department’s share in such project 
was approved by the Board. 

PROPOSAL TO LEASE CERTAIN SRD 
PROPERTY IN DADE COUNTY 

The Board received a communication from 
Mr. Robert L. Floyd, Attorney, Miami, repre¬ 
senting Brewer Company of Florida, Inc., in 
their request that they be permitted to lease 
from the Department a fifty-five foot strip 
of land between the Comfort Canal and NW 
21st Street in Miami for use in connection 
with the asphalt plant of said Company on 
land immediately adjoining. Following dis¬ 
cussion it was felt that further investigation 
and consideration should be given to this 
matter before making decision and reply. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the proposal of Brewer Company 
was referred to the Chairman, Attorney and 
the District Engineer, with full authority to 
act according to their judgment, in the best 
interest of the Department. 


PROPOSED CONNECTION BETWEEN 8R 
A1A AND COASTAL HIGHWAY 
The Board received a resolution from the 
City Council of Jacksonville Beach calling 
attention to the need for the early construc¬ 
tion of a direct North-South route connect¬ 
ing Road A1A with State Road 105, and 
ultimately with U. S. Highway 90 north of 
Fernandina; also advising that Duval Coun¬ 
ty had obtained a 100 foot right of way for 
a stretch that has been designated “Holiday 
Road,” anticipating the desired connecting 
ling between State Roads 105 and A1A. The 
resolution urged the Board of County Com¬ 
missioners of Duval County and the State 
Road Department to exert their best efforts 
toward the construction of a hard-surfaced 
highway over the “Holiday Road” to com¬ 
plete the remaining link needed to provide 
the direct connection between State Roads 
105 and A1A, generally known as the At¬ 
lantic Coastal Scenic Highway. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the Board agreed to give this re¬ 
quest study and consideration, with a view 
to including it in the 1951 budget if possible. 

PERMIT FOR ENGINEERS, U. S. ARMY 
TO WIDEN AND/OR OTHERWISE 
IMPROVE SECTION OF STATE ROAI) 
A1A IN BREVARD COUNTY 
The Board received a request from the 
District Engineer, U. S. Army, that a per¬ 
mit be granted to the United States of 
America to enlarge, widen and/or improve 
the roadway of State Road A1A through the 
lands of the Government military reservation 
in Brevard County, under the terms set out 
in the proposed permit form attached. 

Upon the recommendation of Mr. Reyn¬ 
olds, Assistant Highway Engineer, and on 
motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. Bar¬ 
ber, the Board authorized the Chairman 
and the Secretary to execute the permit re¬ 
quested. 

SESSION ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31 
Pursuant to adjournment at the close of 
the session on Monday, October 30, the 
Chairman called the meeting to order, with 
the attendance the same as on Monday. 

CLOSED SEASON TO HOUSE MOVING 
Attention was called to the expiration of 
the annual season during which time per¬ 
mits have been granted for the moving of 
houses on main highways. Following dis¬ 
cussion, on motion of Mr. Taylor and sec¬ 
onded by Mr. Barber, the Board voted to 
continue the policy of granting no permit 
for the moving of houses over the main 
highways of the state during the period be¬ 
ginning November 1 of each year and end¬ 
ing March 31 of the following year. 
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CLAIM OF J. E. PRICE, CONTRACTOR 

Mr. J. E. Price appeared before the Board 
in behalf of his claim in connection with his 
contract (Okeechobee Construction Com¬ 
pany) on the Cedar Creek Bridge, Project 
7225-105, Duval County. Chairman Mc- 
Kethan advised Mr. Price that the Board 
had not had sufficient time to study this 
claim, and that until further study could be 
made no action could be taken, but that an 
effort would be made toward being in posi¬ 
tion for such action at the next meeting. 

MAINTENANCE IN CLAY COUNTY 

A resolution from the Board of County 
Commissioners of Clay County requested 
the State to take over for maintenance the 
roads “leading from Green Cove Springs 


southerly through Walkill and West Tocoi 
to the Clay-Putnam County line, and from 
Doctors Inlet westerly to State Road Num¬ 
ber 21, in Clay County.” The Board gave 
consideration to the recommendation of the 
District Engineer, that these roads should 
be included in the proposed Secondary Road 
Program for Clay County, for reconstruc¬ 
tion at an estimated cost of $175,520.00 and 
$67,798.50, respectively, and then for Sec¬ 
ondary maintenance after this work is done, 
and the Members present concurred in Mr. 
Slade’s opinion. 


REFUSAL TO SELL CERTAIN 
PROPERTY TO DUVAL DRILLING CO. 

The Board received and gave considera¬ 
tion to the proposal of Duval Drilling Com¬ 
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pany for the purchase of a small piece of 
property owned by the Department abutting 
on State Road 228, along with recommenda¬ 
tion of the District Engineer that the prop¬ 
erty not be disposed of, because of its value 
in retaining safe sight distance at the inter¬ 
section of said road with Lane Avenue. On 
motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Bar¬ 
ber, the offer of Duval Drilling Company 
was declined. 

CITRUS COUNTY AGAIN SAYS THANKS 

County Attorney M. C. Scofield came into 
the meeting to say that Citrus County people 
were happy over the good work going on in 
their county and he expressed their appre¬ 
ciation. 

NASSAU COUNTY ASKS AID IN STORM 
DAMAGE REPAIRS 

Senator A. G. McArthur and the entire 
Board of County Commissioners of Nassau 
County, Harry L. Dunman, H. S. McKen- 
dree, John B. Higginbotham, Frank Shaffer 
and J. T. Ferreira, Chairman, came to ask 
the Road Department to come into their 
county and help them with their road prob¬ 
lems resulting from the two recent storms. 
The Senator said the situation was de¬ 
plorable, and they would greatly appreciate 
assistance in getting the roads back into 
usable condition, to get children back into 
school. He said the Commissioners would 
accept a formal resolution making this er- 
quest and send it in immediately. (This 
resolution was received by the Department 
office at Tallahassee on Nov. 1, 1950.) 

Chairman McKethan advised the delega¬ 
tion that the Department had in the past 
assisted counties on State-designated roads 
where such a state of emergency existed, 
and the Board would look into this matter 
promptly. 


PALM BEACH COUNTY 
Mr. Lake Lytal, Chairman of the Board 
of County Commissioners, and Mr. Jake 
Boyd, County Engineer, were present from 
Palm Beach County. Mr. Lytal extended an 
invitation for the Board to meet in Palm 
Beach County. Chairman McKethan ad¬ 
vised that they were committed for the 
balance of this year but thanked Mr. Lytal 
and said that the Board hoped to get to 
Palm Beach County for a meeting at some¬ 
time in the early part of 1951. 
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Mr. Lytal inquired about the chance of 
getting the projects in the present budget 
under early construction and was advised 
by Mr. Barber that the Department hoped 
to get all of them under contract in the 
November, December and January lettings, 
where no right of way troubles hold them 
up. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE FOR MILITARY 
SERVICE 

Mr. Frank Giles, Personnel Director for 
Department, requested instructions from the 
Board with reference to the granting of 
leaves of absence to employees of the De¬ 
partment for a call into military service. 

On motion, of Mr. Nelson, seconded by 
Mr. Barber, it was unanimously resolved 
that persons who are called into active mili¬ 
tary service while employed by the State 
Road Department, and who have been em¬ 
ployed by the Department on a permanent 
basis for a period of ninety days or more 
prior to the date of their call, shall be 
granted a leave of absence for the period of 
active military service, as defined in Section 
115.08 Florida Statutes, the first thirty days 
of such leave of absence to be with full pay 
and the remainder to be without pay. 

AMENDMENT TO RESOLUTION RE NEW 
SMYRNA BEACH BRIDGE 

With reference to the Department’s resolu¬ 
tion adopted September 7 covering the lease 
and purchase of the New Smyrna Beach 
Bridge, Mr. Kerns stated that the County 
had pointed out that two items which had 
been agreed upon between the Department 
and the County during negotiations had 
been inadvertently omitted from said reso¬ 
lution. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Barber, it was unanimously agreed that the 
resolution of the Department adopted Sep¬ 
tember 7, 1950, covering the lease and pur¬ 
chase of the New Smyrna Beach Bridge, be 
amended none pro tunc to include the fol¬ 


lowing provisions: “It is understood and 
agreed that the Department will pay from 
the proceeds of said bond issue all interest 
and other debt service requirement matur¬ 
ing prior to the completion of said bridge 
or causeway and the placing of same in 
operation, provided said project is com¬ 
pleted within fifteen (15) months from date 
hereof. The Department further agrees that 
it will complete said project and pay from 
available funds any costs of said project 
exceeding the funds provided by the bond 
issue." 

CONNECTION WITH EDISON BRIDGE, 
LEE COUNTY 

Mr. Tom Jennings, Assistant Bridge En¬ 
gineer, and Mr. Kerns brought to the at¬ 
tention of the Board a resolution adopted 
by the Department on July 23, 1930, granting 
the Department’s consent to a connection 
with the Edison Bridge across the Caloosa- 
hatchee River in Lee County, in the vicinity 
of Lofton’s Island. Mr. Jennings pointed 
out that traffic on Edison Bridge has in¬ 
creased to an average of approximately six 
thousand cars per day and that the con¬ 
nection approved by the Department in 
1930, under present day condition, would 
create a serious traffic hazard and an in¬ 
convenience and delay to travel. 

After discussion, on motion of Mr. Taylor, 
seconded by Mr. Barber, the following reso¬ 
lution was unanimously adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department of Florida that the resolution 
of this Department adopted July 23, 1930, 
granting permit for a connection from 
Lofton’s Island to Edison Bridge, be and the 
same is hereby rescinded, and all permis¬ 
sions and consents therein granted be and 
the same are hereby revoked and cancelled. 

RECONSTRUCTION OF ROAD 64 AVON 
PARK TO WAUCHULA 

Chairman McKethan reported to the Board 
concerning the right of way for the recon¬ 


struction of Road 64 between Avon Park 
and Wauchula. He said that the right of 
way requirement had been reduced by the 
Department and approved by the Bureau of 
Public Roads, resulting in a savings of ap¬ 
proximately $22,000. He also advised that 
the successful bidder, Cone Brothers, had 
been authorized to begin work on the 
project without delay. 

The Board approved the report and ex¬ 
pressed their appreciation for the fine co¬ 
operation that had been given in this matter 
by Representative Edna Pearce and Senator 
James W. Moore. 


BIDS ON PINELLAS-MANATEE BRIDGE 
TO BE RECEIVED AT BRADENTON 
In response to an invitation from the 
Board of County Commissioners of Manatee 
County, the Bradenton Chamber of Com¬ 
merce, the Mayor of Bradenton and others, 
the Board voted to go to Bradenton for the 
opening of the bids on the bridge across 
Lower Tampa Bay, the date to be set later. 


APPRECIATION OF COURTESIES 

The Members of the Board again expressed 
their appreciation for the very fine hos¬ 
pitality received in Brooksville and of the 
many courtesies extended to them in the 
home town and county of Chairman Mc¬ 
Kethan. 

OPENING OF BIDS 

The hour for the opening of bids on proj¬ 
ects advertised having arrived, the Board 
recessed for that purpose. Following the 
bid opening, adjournment was in order. 

ADJOURNMENT 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the Board agreed to hold the Novem¬ 
ber meeting at Tallahassee, a date to be 
set by the Chairman, an^ the meeting ad¬ 
journed. 
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Florida’s Pocahontas 


On a summer afternoon, in the year 
1527, a Spanish boat moved cautiously 
through placid gulf waters near the 
western coast of Florida. 

Juan Ortiz, commander of the boat, 
leaned forward, a brown hand lifted 
to shade his squinting black eyes. The 
merciless sun had tanned his hand¬ 
some face to leather. Hunger and 
fever, enemies he had conquered long 
ago, had thinned his body. But he 
looked what he was,—a Spanish noble¬ 
man. 

The enigmatic shore slid by, a shin¬ 
ing green line fringed with a ruffle of 
white surf. Now and then, Ortiz 
caught signs of Indians, but he looked 
for something more. 

Pamphilod de Narvaez, his former 
commander, had passed this way. He 
and his men had vanished as though 
swallowed by the very jungle. But 
surely a man as astute as de Narvaez 
had not disappeared without leaving 
a sign. 

Suddenly, Ortiz saw it! A letter. 
A scrap of white paper, fluttering 
from a pole. 

“Stop!” He flung the word at the 
boatmen. 

The boat rocked in water as clear 
as air. Ortiz thought fast. The letter 
could be a trap, but he must have it. 
He must risk capture. Swiftly, he 
flung himself into the water. He 
heard one of his men splashing after 
him. 

Neither man reached the letter. The 
green brush, so silent a moment be¬ 


fore, came alive. The white beach 
swarmed with tawny Indians. Fling¬ 
ing a desperate glance toward his 
ship, Ortiz saw it racing for open 
water. He saw his lone companion 
killed. He let himself be bound and 
carried to the house of the chief. 
Time, he thought, might prove an 
ally. 

Ucita, head of the Tampa Bay In¬ 
dians, was old and tough. He had 
heard of the exploring Spaniards. 
“Build a wooden scaffold,” he ordered, 
“and kindle a fire.” 

Through the rising crackle of the 
flames scorching his flesh, through 
the howls of the Indians, Ortiz caught 
the voice of the chief raised in argu¬ 
ment. Then, as his senses blurred, he 
heard another voice, a girl’s voice, 


gentle and insistent as the murmur of 
the surf. 

One Spaniard, the Princess Uleleh 
was saying to her father, could do no 
harm. And it would be a great honor 
for a chief to have such an unusual 
slave. Perhaps her father knew of a 
special job for such a man. 

The hint of a smile touched Ucita’s 
thin lips. “Untie the prisoner,” he 
shouted. “Heal his wounds.” He 
looked down at his gentle, brown¬ 
eyed daughter, “Yes,” he said, “I have 
a job for such a slave.” 

The worlds worst job it was, Ortiz 
thought grimly, a month later. The 
Indians in the Tampa Bay region did 
not bury their dead. They kept the 
bodies above ground in an open tem¬ 
ple. It was Ortiz job to watch the 
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dead by night, to make sure no bodies 
were snatched by hungry wolves. 

Ortiz shivered. Ucita had made it 
plain that if a body was lost, another 
would be added to the stack, and it 
would not be an Indian’s. 

The first few nights had gone well. 
But now Ortiz was sleepy. He closed 
his eyes, for only a moment, and 
awoke in shivering terror. A grey 
shadow was slipping past him, melt¬ 
ing into the velvet darkness. Ortiz 
stared at the stack of bodies. It had 
shrunk. One body was gone, the 
body of the chiefs own son! 

Trembling, he hurled his spear into 
the darkness. 

By dawn, Ucita had heard of the 
missing body. Again, he ordered the 
fire kindled under the Spaniard. But 
as the flames leaped high, a party of 
braves rushed into the public square. 
“We’ve found the boy’s body,” they 
yelled. “And the body of a huge wolf, 
pierced by the slave’s spear.” 

“Release the Spaniard,” Ucita or¬ 
dered. He was pleased. His prison¬ 
er was neither a liar nor a coward. 
For a moment, the chief toyed with 
the idea of marrying his daughter to 
the handsome stranger. But no, 
Uleleh was bethrothed to Mococo, 
chief of a neighboring tribe. 

Three years later, Mococo attacked 
Ucita’s camp and burned it to the 
ground. 

The Gods were angry, the disgrun¬ 
tled chief muttered to his braves. 
They wanted a blood sacrifice. And 
who better suited to this purpose than 
the Spaniard? But this time, they must 
burn Ortiz with ceremony. 

The Princess Uleleh waited for 
darkness before she warned the 
Spaniard. “You must go to Mococo,” 
she whispered. “Ucita—this time he 
will kill you. Go now, quickly.” 

Mococo studied the white man who 
came stumbling into his camp. “If 
you will swear not to escape,” he said 
at last, “I promise to release you when 
your people return.” 

“I promise,” Ortiz said. 

The years passed slowly. Ortiz 
learned the Indian tongue; he forgot 
the Spanish language. He learned to 
fight with bow and arrow, to blend 
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with the jungle. Only now and then, 
he thought of Spain, so far away and 
still so close to his hungry heart. 

But fate was preparing his escape. 
Hernando de Soto, the Spanish cap¬ 
tain who had served so valiantly in 
Peru, had been named Adelantado of 
Florida. Keen for new treasure, de 
Soto was on his way to Florida with 
men and ships. 

On May 30, 1539, twelve years after 
Juan Ortiz had leaped into the waters 
of Tampa Bay, de Soto landed near 
Ucita’s town. 

De Soto found no life in the empty 
village. There was only the gilded 


cock, atop the temple, to stare down 
at him with jeweled eyes. But Mococo, 
miles away, knew that the Spaniards 
had come. He sighed and called 
Ortiz. 

“Your people have come,” he said. 
“You are free.” 

Ortiz stared at the chiefs impassive 
face. His heart was pounding; his 
throat was tight with the surge of his 
hunger to see his own kind. But, this 
could be a trap to test his loyalty. 

“I will stay,” he said slowly. 

Mococo shook his head. “No, you 
must go.” 

As Ortiz raced on hopeful feet to¬ 


ward the Spanish camp, he met a 
party of de Soto’s horsemen. Mad with 
joy, he flung himself into their path. 

The Spaniards, however, saw only 
a wild Indian,—naked, tattooed, bab¬ 
bling a strange tongue. A horseman 
charged Ortiz with a lance. 

As the horse loomed over him, Ortiz 
remembered, at last, a saving word of 
Spanish. 

“Soy Espanol,” he gasped. “I am a 
Spaniard.” 

De Soto rewarded Mococo for his 
honor in keeping his word with mag¬ 
nificent gifts, including a shirt. The 
tall Indian wore it at his wedding to 
the gentle, brown-eyed princess. 
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McMullen 

(Continued from Page 5) 
later securing similar work for the 
Pocahontas Colliers Company who 
was the operating company of Penn¬ 
sylvania Consolidated Coal and Coke. 
He worked on coal mining and loca¬ 
tion of new mines including the con¬ 
struction of new slopes, entrances, 
shafts, power offices, bee hive coke 
ovens, etc. In 1906 he left their em¬ 
ployment to go to work for a more 
lucrative job as axeman with the Nor¬ 
folk and Western Railroad on the 
construction of the Pocahontas South¬ 
western from Pocahontas to Boisse- 
vain. Being the only graduate engi¬ 
neer in the construction party he was 
soon doing the greater part of the in¬ 
strument work. The icy snows of 
Virginia turned his thoughts home¬ 
ward and he returned to Florida 
where he became engaged in the fruit 
business for a year before going to 
work with the U. S. Engineers as sur¬ 
vey man on dredging operations in 
Tampa Bay and Egmont Bar; also on 
preservation and repair work at Fort 
Dade and Fort DeSoto at the en¬ 
trance to Tampa Bay. 

In July, 1907, he was advanced to 
inspector of dredging on the first main 
ship channel into Tampa, and in 1909 
was placed in charge of all outside 
work in the Tampa office. 

Each Job A Challenge 

Each achievement challenged him 
to go further; and keenly aware that 
this meant continued long and rigor¬ 
ous schooling, serving even more 
ardous apprenticeship, he resigned his 
position and in the Fall of 1910 en¬ 
tered Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
in Troy, N. Y. 

Mr. -Mac’s love for football con¬ 
tinued to be his secret passion—and 
far from the folds of home—again un¬ 
known to his family, he played fresh¬ 
man football followed by varsity the 
three succeeding years. 

In 1913 he was manager of the base¬ 
ball team; in 1914 manager of the 
Glee Club and Class Book “The 
Transit,” and chosen as life president 
of the class. In the meantime he had 
been elected to Tau Beta Pi and 
Sigma Xi, both honorary engineering 
fraternities, as well as Delta Tau 
Delta social fraternity, KCN Chemical 


Society and a member of Phalanx, 
local society for those contributing 
extra curricular activities and scho¬ 
lastically to the Institute. 

For four years my boss engaged in 
work, play and studies at Rensselaer, 
—graduating in 1914 with the degree 
of Civil Engineering, having worked 
during the summer months with the 
U. S. Engineers on harbor work under 
the jurisdiction of the Tampa office. 
With these honors, combined with a 
wealth of knowledge in his chosen 
field, he returned to Tampa to accept 
a position with B. M. Sullivan on loca¬ 
tion of property and railroad line for 
the Export Phosphate Company, 
which position he held until July, 


1914, when the war started and thev 
shut down. 

Romance And Marriage 

My boss considers his red letter 
day Oct. 17, 1916, when he married 
Anna Laird, a graduate in Home Eco¬ 
nomics from Purdue University who, 
with six other young women gradu¬ 
ates from Indiana, came to Florida to 
teach school. She has lived with him 
the interesting life of a civil engineer. 
They have two children- a daughter, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Brooks, wife of Staff 
Sergeant Jack L. Brooks, U.S.A.F. who 
have three children, Anne, William 
and John; a son, John L. McMullen, 
and wife, Rhoda Lane, who have one 
son, John L. McMullen Jr. 
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Because of his blind right eye, Mr. 
Mac was unable to get into World 
War I and secured work in Hills¬ 
borough County as office engineer 
on brick road construction. The prog¬ 
ress of the war prevented the sale of 
bonds so he was laid off. He was 
next employed by Dr. Isham Ran¬ 
dolph and George B. Hills, as resident 
engineer on construction for Lake 
Largo Drainage District; the follow¬ 
ing year to Lake Ashby Drainage Dis¬ 
trict in the same capacity, and from 
there to Upper St. Johns Drainage 
District in charge of preliminary sur¬ 
veys and design, completing this work 
on Nov. 1, 1920. 

City Engineer 

1921 was the very beginning of the 
boom days. We find him as Engineer 
for St. Petersburg from which posi¬ 
tion he resigned to enter private prac¬ 
tice in municipal engineering, survey¬ 
ing and public works contractor. And 
then—the depression and lean years 
from 1929 to 1932 followed. He 


started to work with FERA in 1935, 
later with WPA as State Director of 
Operations, and finally Assistant State 
Administrator from which he resigned 
in 1937 to accept position as County 
Engineer of Pinellas County. 

Though informality fits my boss 
best he is the backlog of important 
information acquired through a di¬ 
versity of skills that has given him an 
advantage over others in the “know 
how” for public benefit. 

Many times dictation is interrupted 
and put in the background for per¬ 
sonal interviews with individuals 
seeking information on the possibility 
of a new road through their orange 
grove, or maybe just the size pipe to 
purchase for a culvert over a drainage 
ditch in front of one’s home; and 
there are those who build without 
first employing a surveyor, only to 
find they have encroached on an¬ 
other’s property or maybe out in the 
road bed itself. He is always ready 
and happy to assist other department 
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heads when in need of the wealth of 
experience and knowledge stored in 
his background of memories, to say 
nothing of the many interviews with 
families desirous of making Pinellas 
County their permanent home and are 
seeking employment. All the prob¬ 
lems handled are of as much import¬ 
ance to him as if he were personally 
involved. 

Public Service Concept 

My boss seldom makes appoint¬ 
ments—he figures he is a public ser¬ 
vant and there for discussion at any 
and all times, not to put on affecta¬ 
tions. His personality is a combina¬ 
tion of sincerity, self respect and a 
deep sense of responsibility for the 
work under his direct jurisdiction. He 
is affable, but independent and cour¬ 
ageous with an infallible memory and 
a keen sense of humor, thrown in for 
good measure, innate qualities that 
have stood him in good as he faced 
obstacles gathered along life’s way. 

The doctor told Mr. Mac some two 
or three years ago that he had a cata- 
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ract developing in the left eye, and 
of course, no sight in his right eye 
since early youth. April, 1949, turning 
life’s pages back to that memorable 
fire of April, 1901, we find Mr. Mac 
again in the throes of conflagration 
fighting a forest fire which was 
threatening a grand sweep of his cat¬ 
tle range. 

Following in the pattern of progres¬ 
siveness the cataract seemed to de¬ 
velop more as each day went by and 


the latter part of May reached the 
point where he could hardly see to 
get around. The doctor felt the in¬ 
evitable had happened and they may 
just as well proceed with the opera¬ 
tion. Complications developed and 
he was hospitalized for some time, 
suffering much pain and anguish. But 
after this battling with hospitals, eye 
specialists and dentists he was eventu¬ 
ally discharged, as he says, “Feeling 
fine, but seein’ nothing.” 


I seemed to sense that my boss was 
hoping against hope in regard to his 
sight, but never once did a feeling of 
emptiness and futility seize him; it was 
always evident that his determination 
to continue to make his life count 
was uppermost, and so-in October 
1949, he resumed his duties in his 
office—followed by his re-appoint- 
ment in January, 1950. 

He finds his way around the office 
by waving a walking cane, his radar, 
as he calls it, in front of him. He never 
misses a trick when it comes to 
figuring out dimensions, meters and 
bounds, as well as exerting his 
mathematical mind in addition, multi¬ 
plication and subtraction; these he 
calculates mentally while the rest of 
us clamor for a slide rule, calculator, 
or paper and pencils. 

When seated, dictation flowing 
smoothly regarding future plans for 
an all important Secondary Federal 
Aid Program involving some two hun¬ 
dred thousand dollars spent on im¬ 
provements in Pinellas County, it is 
difficult to realize that this is the 
same W. A. McMullen Jr. who, a little 
over a year ago was hospitalized and 
lost one of his most vital senses. 

The Board of County Commission¬ 
ers of Pinellas County launched a suc¬ 
cessful attack on Aid to the Handi¬ 
capped when that body retained the 
services of W. A. McMullin Jr. as its 
County Engineer following the opera¬ 
tion which left him totally blind. Their 
action continues to give to Pinellas 
County the invaluable services of a 
native son with an un-tapped reservoir 
of experience and lay o’ the land- 
very ably expressed by one of his 
staunch admirers who said, “Bill’s 
hired for what he knows—not what 
he sees.” 
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J^etter to Cclitor . . . 

Editor 

Florida Highways 
2808 N. Orange Ave. 

Orlando, Florida 

Dear Mr. Long: 

I have before me your August 1950 
issue, Volume 18, number 8 with spe¬ 
cial notice to us of the article on page 
7 ‘'Woodruff Dam Progresses.” 

Newt Creekmore, city manager of 
Apalachicola and a Vice President of 
our Chamber, sent it to us and we 
appreciated receiving the copy and 
the article. 

May I bring one point to your at¬ 
tention for future use as you deem 
advisable The development of the 
Chattahoochee, Flint and Apalachi¬ 
cola River system as outlined by the 
Corps of Engineers and approved by 
Congress was a 9-foot channel from 
COLUMBUS on the Chattahoochee 
and Bainbridge on the Flint to the 
Gulf. In your article it was stated 
that the Jim Woodruff Dam was the 
first link in a long-range program 
which will eventually provide a nav¬ 
igable waterway from the Gulf of 
Mexico to Atlanta. 

Our chamber has been organized 
and working for fifteen years attempt¬ 
ing to get a navigable waterway to 
Columbus and we are still working. 
First, we hope to complete the sys¬ 
tem to Columbus and Bainbridge and 
later, much later, we will try to effect 
the waterways system up to Atlanta 
on the Chattahoochee and to Albany 
on the Flint. 

Due to over a thousand-foot rise 
from the fall line on the river at 
Columbus many, many present dams 
would have to be altered and by¬ 
passed with locks and additional dams 
and locks constructed. 

Your article was a fine one and we 
treasure having this copy. However 
we would appreciate a reminder that 
the present construction calls for navi¬ 
gation up to Columbus. 

Very truly yours, 

A. Perry Gordy, 
Executive Secretary. 


A. R. Kelso Named 
Production Vice-President 
of Mack Trucks 

A. R. Kelso has been elected vice- 
president of Mack Trucks, Inc. it was 
announced recently by E. D. Bran- 
some, chairman and president. At 
the same time Mr. Kelso was named 
vice-president and a director of Mack 
Manufacturing Corp., the parent 
company’s wholly-owned manufactur¬ 
ing subsidiary. 

In his new position Mr. Kelso will 
be in charge of manufacturing and 
production at all Mack plants. He 
will make his headquarters at Allen¬ 
town, Pa., site of the 50-year-old com¬ 
pany’s main assembly plant. 

Mr. Kelso joined Mack early this 
year as production counsellor. During 
World War II he was assistant gen¬ 
eral manager of the U. S. Cartridge 
Co., St. Louis, Mo., a government- 
owned facility operated by the West¬ 
ern Cartridge Company Division of 
Olin Industries, Inc. 

Previously in his long connection 
with the automotive industry Mr. 
Kelso has been associated with Hud¬ 
son Motor Car Co., Continental 
Motors Corp. and Motor Products 
Corp. 


Nearly Every U. S. Business 
Uses Motor Transport, 

Says E. D. Bransome 

Nearly every kind of business in 
the United States, engaged in the 
production, conversion and distribu¬ 
tion of goods uses motor transporta¬ 
tion today, according to E. D. Bran- 
some, president of Mack Trucks, Inc. 

Bransome cited the latest Census 
of Manufactures to show that motor 
trucks are now used by food, tobacco, 
textile apparel, lumber, furniture, 
paper, printing, chemicals, petroleum, 
coal, rubber, leather, stone, clay, 
glass, metal products, machinery, 
electrical products, transportation 
equipment, instruments, motion pic¬ 
ture production and other industries. 

Large fleets of trucks, Mr. Bran¬ 
some added, are also used by all 
service industries, utilities and news¬ 
papers. 

Bransome’s statement was issued 
in connection with Mack’s nation¬ 
wide celebration of its Golden Anni¬ 
versary, marking its fiftieth year in 
business as America’s leading pro¬ 
ducer of heavy and medium duty 
motor vehicles. 
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Allis-Chalmers Plans 
New $350,000 Office 

Ground has just been broken in 
Atlanta, Georgia, for a new $350,000 
Allis-Chalmers Tractor Branch office, 
according to W. A. Roberts, executive 
vice president of the company in 
charge of the Tractor Division. Work 
on the new structure was started last 
week and is expected to be finished 
around January 1, 1951. The new 
structure is designed to keep pace 
with expanding southern agriculture 
and according to Roberts, “expresses 
Allis-Chalmers complete confidence 
in the South’s progressive tempo.” 

60,000 square feet of office and 
warehouse facilities will house and 
distribute tractors and implements 
shipped from five Allis-Chalmers trac¬ 
tor plants including its new Gadsden, 
Alabama Works. 

One of the most popular features 


of Allis-Chalmers new Atlanta Branch 
office will he its large sound-proof dis¬ 
play room completely equipped with 
built-in movie projector. The room is 
also designed to accommodate any 
piece of Allis-Chalmers tractor equip¬ 
ment including its new 2-row cotton 
picker, the largest agricultural prod¬ 
uct built by the Company’s Tractor 
Division. 

The general contractor is Van 
Winkle & Company. Heating, ventil¬ 
ating will be done by McKenny Inc., 
and electrical work by O. V. Scott 
Electric Company, all of Atlanta. The 
building will be located on eight acres 
of land in the Chamblee area on 
Peachtree Industrial Boulevard. 
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THE NATIONS TROPICAL TOPIC! 


Maples 


Beautiful 


on 


the - Gulf 


Naples, the West Coast's southernmost city located directly on the Gulf 
of Mexico, welcomes you. This mecca for tourists offers the ultimate in 
healthful vacation sports and relaxation — from hunting in the vast wilds of 
the nearby Everglades and sportsfishing at its best to golf, horseback riding, 
tennis, shuffleboard, shelling, etc. Over seven miles of white sandy beach 
await the bathing enthusiasts. Deluxe accommodations from regal beach¬ 
front apartments and cottages to Florida's finest motels and tourist courts 
are waiting for you here. 


For Further Information 
Write or Visit 




MAPLES 

P. O. BOX 797 


CHAMBER OE COMMCRCC 


ON THE TAMIAMI TRAIL 


NAPLES, FLORIDA 



Office 

4800 S. W. 72nd Avenue 


Material Sales Corporation 

P. O. BOX 6972 — CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA 

SALES AGENTS 

Miami Crushed Stone Company Oolite Rock Company 


Phones 

General Office 87-341 i 
Concrete Plant 87-1058 


CRUSHED STONE 


ALL GRADATIONS 


MIAMI BASE ROCK 


Peninsular Concrete Company 

PLANT MIXED CONCRETE 























Merry Christmas 

and a 

Happy New Year 


Savannah Jacksonville Tallahassee Orlando 

Lakeland Tampa Miami 


FLORIDA-GEORGIA TRACTOR COMPANY 


Distributors of 

CONSTRUCTION, INDUSTRIAL AND LOGGING EQUIPMENT 
CONTRACTORS’ AND MUNICIPAL SUPPLIES 


INTERNATIONAL DIESEL POWER 
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